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PREFACE

Kurdish belongs to the Western Iranian group of the Indo-Iranian branch of the Indo-
European family. The two principal branches of modern literary Kurdish are (1) Kurmanji,
the language of the vast majority of Kurds in Turkey, Syria, Armenia, and Azerbaijan with
an estimated 15-17 million speakers, and (2) Sorani, the language of most Kurds in Iraq
(5 million speakers) and Iran (5-6 million speakers).

Iraqgi Kurdistan, essentially unrepresented and repressed by previous Iraqi governments, is
emerging as a major force in post-Saddam Iraq. As the rest of Iraq has plunged into a
downward spiral, Kurdistan has enjoyed relative political stability and suffered limited
violence, in part owing to a sectarian and political homogeneity lacking elsewhere in the
country. The Kurdish region has enjoyed de facto autonomy since 1991, when the
American military established a no-flight zone there, a status formalized by the new Iraqi
Constitution.

Sorani has been the second official language of Iraq since the creation of the country after
World War I and has been the working language of the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG), schools and the media of Iraqi Kurdistan. Sorani is also the most studied and best-
known Kurdish language among all its dialects.

The interest and demand for learning Sorani has never been so significant, as more
international businessmen and workers come to this new world and find opportunities.

This book is written to help anyone who is interested in studying Sorani. No prior
knowledge is necessary to start studying this book. While I tried to avoid exceedingly
advanced grammar or too many details, I also tried to put together most fundamental
grammar rules for devoted learners.

As a Sorani beginner, I struggled to find a well-explained grammar book when I first came
to Hawler. The single biggest beneficiary of this book should be myself since I learned the
most as I gathered information and wrote this book ©, and I'd be just glad if this book can
also help somebody out there, struggling to grasp the language.

Sorani is a beautiful language.
I hope all my readers enjoy studying Sorani as much as I did.

May 25, 2010
Donielle H. K

In Hawler, Iraqi Kurdistan
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1. KURDISH ALPHABET

Arabic Shape Latin Phonetic Pronounciation Examples
Character Changes Equivalent
Consonants
1 N/A ‘Hamze’ is not treated as a Lo gt
s separate letter of the -
alphabet. It always occurs 948
in conjunction with a vowel. Ll
2 B B as in Bed L
< e ;
3 P P as in Pen 5l
4 - e T T as in Test Jis
(G ey
5 C J as in James, Joe .
Ol
6 C CH as in Chair o
G ‘(“:‘ < 2 )
7 H This consonant is S yda
C /= pronounced with a strong
expulsion of air from the =
chest. It is similar to the Odawda
sound you make when you
fog a mirror with your
breath (hah).
There is an increasing
tendency in modern Kurdish
to substitute a(H) for #(H).1
8 . .. X A voiceless velar fricative N
@ = consonant i, -
CH as in German Bach
D as in Dad
9 3 Asdesy b 2 ol
10 | R R as in brain 3 i
2 2210
11 R Trilled R. 3 &,
2 297 No equivalent in English. T
Like rr in Spanish
12 . . . z Z as in Zero S
2 2020
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13 . e s ] Equivalent to French J as in o5

J 200 pleasure and measure
14 - S S as in Sea Il
15 oo . s s S SH as in Ship s
16 AH A voiced velar fricative Bl

'l — No equivalent in English

Lue

17 . e GH A voiced velar fricative ol

'l L No equivalent in English i, ° =
18 w F F as in Feel Oy b
19 U N V V as in Victory oL
20 - m Q Q as in Iraq i) G

3 98 (local pronunciation)

A voiceless uvular stop

21 5 s(SS K K as in Key oS
22 Z S G G as in Girl, gas IS
23 J S L L asin Lot, Lost Syl
24 v 0 L Like the dull 'L’ of English as I

J J—U in all, college
25 R M M as in Me Il
26 . N N as in Not &

& 0 9
27 W W as in Wear, tower 4 -

3 IS o=l
28 A H H as in Hot, Handsome et
29 - Y Y as in Yard, play 4 Sa

¥ Vowels are continued in the next page.
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Simple Vowels

0 N/A N/A I UE as in dialogue, fatigue e
Also, consider the vowel [bl;rm.-'|]
sound made in “good”, ]
“fallen” or “handle” s,

1 . A A long vowel as in o

‘ N market, arm N
2 . E A short vowel as in e
- 64 1) hot (in most cases)
2) ugly, but (e.g. s<s )
3) guess (e.g. a4X)5)
3 . U U as in Put, Pull s -
3 3082 I

4 . U 00 as in boot :

39 R s

5 - I EE as in feet, tree o e

el

6 c 200 E E as in End, hen -

€3 Ao =

7 . N 0] O as in poke, token R

3 3935 Jee 55 50
Complex Vowels

1 oo AY AY as in May, Way aS

2 J_‘ YO YO as in Yogurt Lda g

3 ‘ YU YU as in You; oz

3 UE as in que )
4 W YA/ YE | 1)ifin ending or before saa
= vowel, YA as in Yahoo
2) if before consonant, Sa
YE asin Yes

5 Iy WA WA as in Washington alpl g

6 = WE WA as in War, Wash .

7 WI WI as in We, Wii Coais 50

$I )

8 ;;J WE WE as in Weapon T
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Note:

1) """ "3" “¢” and "3 ” sounds don't exist in English.

Even peculiar Kurdish words don’t include "", *3", "¢"” and "¢ “. However, since

there are many Arabic words mixed in the everyday Kurdish language, these letters
and sounds need to be familiarized.

2) In some parts of Kurdistan (e.g. Suli, Kirkuk) the letter D is often softened to the
point of being inaudible. The most prominent example of this case is the present

modal prefix “s.".
aao0 (Standard) = sa 45 (Sulemaniya Dialect)
Jlasliwa < &l (Standard) = Lilwa, 4< o (Sulemaniya Dialect)

3) In Kurdish, no words begin with %", all initial Rs are trilled “y”. Though the “v” sign
(to signify trilled R) is rarely marked when “y” comes as an initial letter, the initial

Rs always mean ",

A

ux—:—'*i:p = Goeiiys | 3:99
4) In Kurdish, * 4" (w & u) and " " (y & i) can be treated as either a noun or a vowel.

Vowel *4” Consonant *,” Vowel *,” Consonant *,”

35555 O 9 PRAL Luls
u-too wi-steun een-glee-zi ya-sa
n. iron v. to want n. English n. law

5) This is the only vowel not indicated in the Kurdish writing system.
a. When there are two consecutive consonants, this vowel is used.

b. When a consonant is alone or placed at the end without any adjacent vowel,
this vowel is recognized.

- Torrce With Vowel = [pee]

Vowel Ending | &, g

Alone

Consonant P [geu-reun-gue]
Ending

[geu-reun-ga]

Mixed with Sk

Consecutive = [beu-reun-jue] Vowels

Consonants

[ba-za-rrue]

Consonant Ending
W/ Preceding
Vowel

Consonant | <S544,4% | [fe-reu-hen-gue] Ssi | [nee-nok]

Ending
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6) In general, Kurdish letters are pronounced as written. This “»” vowel, however,
can have different sounds in certain cases.

chor e 0 gerure)
Koea [de-reu-ga]

“9” sound | sSes [wa-ku]
“&” sound | P8 [gé-neum]
POTAS [gé-reum]

" n

7) When ™7, %", J and 6 become the initial letter of a word, the Hamze "s" is

necessary.
Beginning Middle or End
) JE 1S 550
5 Olyas Do,
5 Jaigs G
. i A

When " 4" and " " are the initial letter of a word as a vowel, they are also written

with the Hamze "s".

As consonant As vowel

K} oy I8
é- .
“ ok oSS
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READING EXERCISE

English Meaning Kurdish Pronunciation
eye S cha-.u
fruit 5 yuo mee.we
carrot Jb;;ﬁ gé.ze.reu
almond ‘“JL‘ ba-.dem
ear LSJE gyu.é
health - - ten.dru.stee
L’_‘_‘uJJ._\_NL\
genius Sl bil.ee.met
comfortable 539 guuls a-.soo.de
doctor S pi.zee.shik
nice ULJA xo.shi / kho.shi
dangerous Sl )5 ti.ri.si.na-k
salty 5 g su.é.re
sleep g4 xe.u.tin / khe.u.tin
never S aa he.ri.gee.z
miracle 5 G g mu.ahi.jee.ze
prophet e . pe.ghem.be.r
‘ English Meaning Kurdish Pronunciation ‘
an egg <asdsl, hél.ke.yék
a book < s ki.té.bék
the book Sans< ki.té.be.ke
the egg on the table 4555;_4 Sawal &S 5‘1 hél.ke.ke le.se.ri.mé.ze.ke
a good da . v ro.zhé.kee.ba-.shi
J Y oAb 2560 B
Tell me. u-L‘ r""“ pém.bl.lé
Listen to me. .ng_} &; e—wg gyu.ém.lé.bi.gl.re

I'm going to bazaar. de.chim.bo.ba-.za-.n

\V)‘:)l_.l KT ‘s%bd

When do you come back? kay.de.ge.ré.ee.te.we?

(‘:b\,ﬁﬁ‘)t\gbd L;‘-\S

6
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2. GRAMMATICAL UNITS

THE PARTS OF SPEECH

Traditional grammar classifies words based on eight parts of speech: the verb(gLs 8),
the noun(sLs), the pronoun(stia), the adjective(yLlils yls), the adverb(ls yils gli), the
preposition((Sojlsess)), the conjunction(siS43), and the interjection ((lulaadcs).

Verb (yLs8): Verbs expresses existence, action, or occurrence.

55948 Ldw to climb, Ha,) sa to €at, s ya0,8 S to clean, 5. to be

Noun (3L): Nouns are words that name people, places or things.

Juse 3335 CAr, oY country, o5 wife, o\S hour

Pronoun (sliua): Pronouns substitutes for nouns or noun phrases and designates persons
or thlngs asked for prewously specified, or understood from the context.

Adjective (yLilogls): Adjectives modify nouns.
ol good, s sy smart, s\l cold, | ,.a quick

Adverb ((Ls 816 93): Adverbs modify verb and adjectives.
=l wi 4 quickly, ssa.aa always, aSsys approximately

Preposition (lSs3lg0a13): A word or phrase placed typically before a substantive and

indicating the relation of that substantive to a verb, an adjective, or another substantive,
as English at, by, with, from, and in regard to.

s to, d in/at, & by/with, ,e. « on

Determiner: The functional category that is most closely associated with nouns.
Ss the, S, a/an, Soaseaa SOMe, i 5 Jo forty-five

Conjunction (‘,-"QS@): Conjunction serves to connect words, phrases, clauses, or sentences.

s and, s¥a but, « . therefore

Interjection (/uaaawd): Interjection usually expresses emotion and is capable of
standing alone.
<5 Oh, 1 sa 4, really?, M4, come on!
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THE PARTS OF THE SENTENCE

The parts of the sentence are a set of terms for describing how people construct sentences
from smaller pieces. There is not a direct correspondence between the parts of the
sentence and the parts of speech - the subject of a sentence, for example, could be a
noun, a pronoun, or even an entire phrase or clause.

SUBJECT(,4Ss) AND PREDICATE (5,13 %)

Every complete sentence contains two parts: a subject(,4s:) and a predicate(o,!) S).

The subject is what (or whom) the sentence is about, while the predicate (which always
includes the verb) tells something about the subject. In the following sentences, the
predicate is underlined, while the subject is highlighted.

Azad runs. Koo \) J‘_’)L‘\

Azad and his friends

RIERTE < aa
run at the park every day. e #I99 %

OAS&..\\) ASAS‘)t__:I‘L‘

OBJECTS(,LSy43) AND COMPLEMENTS(,4S g/ 943)

OBJECTS(,Ls yas)

A verb may be accompanied by an object that completes the verb's meaning. Two kinds
of objects may come with verbs: 1) direct objects and 2) indirect objects. To determine if
a verb has a direct object, isolate the verb and make it into a question by placing
"whom?" or "what?" after it. The answer, if there is one, is the direct object:

My mom cooked dolma. 1S Sy s“-ﬂ-‘:s—‘ ‘,s_.l_\
Sangar gave her the book. | | u"" 4S < Sana

In the first example, “dolma” is the direct object.

¥ Dolma is a famous local Kurdish food (a stuffed vegetable, especially a grape leaf or
cabbage leaf, onion, eggplants and zucchini cooked with a filling of ground meat,
herbs, or rice.).

In the second example, “the book” is the direct object and “her” is the indirect object.
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COMPLEMENTS(,4S g/ 943)

In addition to the transitive verb and the intransitive verb, there is a third kind of verb,
called the linking verb. The word (or phrase) which comes together with a linking verb is
not an object, but a complement. A subject complement can be a noun, an adjective, or

a prepositional phrase. The most common linking verb is "5 s.", which is equivalent to “to
be” in English.

Hewa is a student. | aals 43 1 4n
Hewa is a Kurdish. 53,558 | sun

Hewa is smart. | aSs 505 ) 5ua

Hewa is handsome. | .., | ,.»

Hewa is here. | ays ;! ) 5.a
Hewa is in school. aalaass allg.a

TRAITS OF KURDISH

ENDINGS

In Kurdish, both nouns and verbs are combined with various endings. Articles (e.g. a, the)
and possessives (e.g. my) are added to the end of the noun as suffixes. The verb
conjugations are complicated since they embrace not only tenses, but also subjective and
objective pronouns as well.

ARTICLES/POSSESSIVES/DEMONSTRATIVES

book = < his book | <« .x<

books o_‘.:‘S his books Slsag

a book | <’ ‘=< this book | V-Sﬁ

the book | <. =< that book _, oS gen
the books | .1<. =< these books ?|.:~S e

VERB CONJUGATIONS

See (infinitive) Gy I saw. s o
I see. and G I saw you. u-‘-‘-‘ﬁJ" e
I see you. B G I didn't see you. B ﬁVJ; e
I don't see. el e I have seen. b g ﬁv&_‘ e
I don't see you. sl g I had seen. 9y ﬁVJ; e




A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar

WORD ORDER

The general rule is Subject — Object — Verb. When the subject is a pronoun, however, it
is often omitted (Object — Verb). In Kurdish, a verb alone can make a complete sentence
as it is always combined with the subject pronominal enclitic (=bound pronoun). When
the object is a pronoun, it can also be attached to the verb in the form of bound pronoun.

Subject - Object — Verb

The girl sees the boy. | -°. | aSs 48 aSeas

She sees the boy. | -°. ., 4So 548 gan

She sees him.

&;-1-:115—‘ 345 (W45)

She sees him. | -

INDEPENDENT PRONOUNS AND BOUND PRONOUNS
In Kurdish, there are two different types of personal pronouns:

» Independent ((yadu,dus wwdS g slun)
» Bound (G ewdS g laa)

Subjective Independent Pronoun is often omitted while Subjective Bound
Pronoun(underlined) is always placed in a verb conjugation.

With Without
Independent Subject | Independent Subject
I understand 24803 e pefeu 3
You understand el [ ROPPL PR
She understands L A oleus
We understand RPN PR SUETLINI:
They understand 548843 ol e oeas

X Subjective Bound Pronoun(Subjective BP) can be considered as a verb suffix
that conjugates depending on the subject status.

10
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PREPOSITIONS AND POSTPOSITIONS

In Kurdish, prepositions (<24l ,4l ,4 etc.) are often followed by their corresponding

postpositions to envelop a word or a phrase. The preposition itself marks the beginning of
the prepositional phrase, and the end of the complement is marked by a postpositional
element.

Come with me. | .Jaala€al 5 s He came from Hawler | .s 4 4ila & 9o 5l gaa 4l 445

VERB TYPES

Kurdish verbs can be classified in different ways.

By necessity of the object

- Linking Verb ;5 &= (equivalent to the “to be” verb in English)
- Intransitive: to go , 3 3o , to leave Oidi gy, tO sleep giw sy, to stay s yanls

- Transitive: to eat ju,) ya , to S€e ;s , to sell jid 4, to study Gais g
By number of meaningful words in a verb

- Simple: A verb with one meaningful word
o togo gy, toeat Hu,lea

- Complex: A verb with [a meaningful word] + [a meaningless prefix/suffix]
o torun ga,S1,, toelect ;a5 Jda

- Compound: A verb with more than two meaningful words.
o tolisten 53,8 J <, to start GuLS o Cewss

It is important to understand the verb types, since the verb conjugations are quite
different in each case.

Even when you memorize vocabulary words, it is better to memorize intransitive verbs and
transtive verbs separately until you become comfortable with their conjugations. More
details will be covered in later chapters.

11
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3. THE NOUN PHRASE

NOUN SUFFIXES

THE ABSOLUTE STATE (WITHOUT ANY SUFFIX)

A Kurdish noun in the absolute state (lexical form; without any ending of any kind) gives a
generic sense of the noun.

© 00 N O u A W N B
o

=

o

—
-

Sky is blue. | s olawls

CARDINAL NUMBERS
The cardinal numbers are as follows:
\ S 11 | ) 5350 21 Y) Say g S 0 0 s
Y, 12097 e |22 |70 | e, | 200 Yoo .
\" v \T’ v V' e

s 13 50y 30 s 1,000 ), Jl54a
T R N e R 10,000 e BINTE.

sie |25 [owty [%0 [ Ly 1000,000 )+eot ] )L,
1 ui.A_.i.. 16 " b..\:)‘_j.u 60 1. Cewd 250 Yo le_'td;: 9 Sd JJ_\
\ S gda 171 | yudaa |70 |V Lada 500 O ddw (_u_._.__
A lcaas |18 Lisaa |80 (A Gaaa 750 ve: Laody g ddw O gda
q v V4 v q. . . .

W 19 a5 g 90 a5 gan 1,250 ), Yo 000 B

5 20 Y. s 100 Ve on 2,500 Y,°~~ Sl ..:,JJ‘J)UJJJ

immediately in the absolute state:

six months Zala e

singular noun in the absolute state.

Common Classifiers Examples

four days

I D

I

All words having to do with time and instance follow the cardinal number

The cardinal number can be followed by a classifier, which is also followed by the

For counting people | ' ;.| < | tenpeople | oy LS su
For counting animals s five sheep S e g
For counting things i three books =< (&l u'“‘

12
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X For counting people or animals, classifiers are used in most cases.
X For counting things the classifier is optional. It is okay to say without “aula”.

THE INDEFINITIVE STATE (<.l <4y)

= The Indefinitive state of noun is equivalent to “a/an + noun” in English.

= -(y)ek (X, - after consonants & “,”, “,", Sa - after M7, """ ,” and ") is added

to the end of the absolute singular noun.
= The Indefinitive plural is formed by adding —an( -) to the absolute noun.

Absolute State Indefinitive Singular Indefinitive Plural
man Jl_.a___:x ad man EJL.‘.—J men O_‘JL.‘.—J
day 550 a day 2339 days O_‘SJ.V)
door €0 a door Sal€ o doors SLIE s
letter b a letter Sl letters gl

X Vowel " ;" is added where two vowels conflict.

Q‘__llg‘)b_\ Q‘ lg‘)bd

olsos [ o | o0

olsa [ ol | s0

QUANTIFIERS FOR INDEFINITIVE NOUNS

In Kurdish, some quantifiers demand that the following noun be Indefinitive.

Indefinitive Quantifiers Examples
a few tida a few men _S_:.\,L_._’. PV
every / all 5 04 every day 5—3339 5 504
all the time | (€| |5 4404
What? & What page? d«._wv,«_’.\.! &
each Laa each direction Sy an
every person | <, < 4

13



A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar

NUMBER + “1”
Meaning Combination Suffix Number
tens of d_l:\b..\ 5 o
thousands of ol yan 5 Jlhaa
hundreds of olaa 5 oy
DAY + “axl”
Meaning Combination Suffix Number
daily/every day 3‘339 & 3:59
weekly / every week Glosana &l Cida
monthly / every month Z&LA o Zals

THE DEFINITIVE STATE (4S»)

= The definitive state of noun is equivalent to “the + a noun” in English.

»= The definitive singular is made by adding - aka (4<.).

o 4Ss - after consonants, " and ” "

o AS — after II‘II, “b", II:,II and \\:5"

= The definitive plural is made by adding - akan (,<s).

Absolute State Definitive Singular Definitive Plural
man sle the man aSs 5le the men oS sl
American Sadeds the American PRSI the Americans SIS, jaoan
student PRER the student ﬁ-:—.*‘—'u—‘ the students R CYPRERR
girl &< the girl aSa< the girls SlSda<
door | g ., the door | i< |, ., the doors | <1< .,
window s Hamidy the window aSs jaana the windows ol jaaia
village L;_‘ the village é-‘ the villages E“‘

14
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DEMONSTRATIVES

In Kurdish demonstratives can be expressed in two different forms.

= standalone pronoun

= adjective, which breaks into two parts and envelops a noun by attaching the first
part before the noun and the second part to the end of the noun.

Pronoun Form Adjective Form
Singular Plural Singular Plural
this / these dadh alods s___ads wl__aas
that / those bdﬂ M‘Jﬂ 5 \94:1 ey \94:1

Demonstrative pronouns take the place of nouns.

Give me the red pen.

L;‘)b._\__x ‘1450‘)\5\5...‘4 4_94_]4:9

Give me this.

$obL adeds

Is that your son?

a5, 4S8 5 945

What are those?

fom lyas

Demonstrative adjectives modify a noun.

How much is this pen?

How much is this red pen?

cb_\_l‘\%‘\_l 8 ) 9 guu 4odldd “.\4:3

How much is those pens?

foan 4 Alodaldd ads

Who is that boy?

942.S 5,58 548

This place is nice.

15
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PERSONAL PRONOUNS

In Kurdish, personal pronouns have two forms: 1) Independent & 2) Enclitic (Bound)

INDEPENDENT PRONOUN (5 4, ams quasdS g glina)

Singular Plural
t o o v
1% person I:Me e We:Us S
UAA:\ dodh
nd o v o v
2" person You(sng):You(sng) = You(pl):You(pl) b gt
e ]
KR
3" person | He/She/It:Him/Her/It | They:Them ol 945

¥ The words in the gray box represent local dialects, mostly Hawleri style.
¥ sng = singular, pl = plural

TRAITS OF INDEPENDENT PRONOUN
= Unlike English, subjective pronouns and objective pronouns are the same.

Subjective Pronouns Objective Pronouns

I am a student. Is this for them?

anlBes G ?4;;1‘,4:.:,__;4_@45

We are going to Bazzar. He loves me.

0L 2 Gupen das (5988 DB A e 94O

= For subjective cases, these independent pronouns are often omitted. Especially
when speaking, it is more common not to mention the personal pronoun subject,
unless the subjective entity is to be emphasized.

= Even when there is no subject, the subjective suffix (=the bound pronoun) attached
to the verb, will voice the subject of the sentence.

= Noun subject is never omitted. ©
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BOUND PRONOUN (41! ,.weS 4 sliza) FOR VERB CONJUGATION

Both subjective and objective bound pronouns may take one of these two forms:

Set I or Set I1.

Setl Set II
Singular Plural Singular Plural
It [P a m 5. een . m Slls man
2nd person.  \ -, cet/ee | n ot ol tan
3rd person SNen eye - - y oL Yan

¥ The correct bound pronoun set (Set I or Set II) - for both the subject and the object -

is decided according to the following conditions:

¥ The verb’s type (transitive, intransitive or irregular)

¥ The verb’s tense (present or past)

¥ The existence of independent object (noun or independent pronoun) or pre-

verbal element.

SUBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUN

In Kurdish the subject (regardless of being omitted or indicated) is always coupled with a

pronominal enclitic (= Subjective Bound Pronoun) at some part of the verbal
conglomerate (e.g. the verb, any preverbal prefixes, compounding agent).

The girl studies math.

S a s oS4 dSaas

She studies math.

B g s u LIS (949)

She studied math. (Past tense)

g S (94)

They ran. (Past tense)

xS ol (019

OBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUN

Also, when the object is a pronoun, the sentence can be rewritten with its corresponding

pronominal enclitic (= objective bound pronoun).

He sees us. (Present Tense)

With Subject

Without Subject

Independent Pronoun Object | .. ., . e

St 63 das

Bound Pronoun Object

Secahlasy gas

Sdealasy

17
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They see you. (Present Tense)

With Subject Without Subject
Independent Pronoun Object | .. 3 ol sss B
Bound Pronoun Object | .. 5., olyds el

They saw you. (Simple Past Tense)

With Subject Without Subject
Independent Pronoun Object | . Sl ol yes s g
Bound Pronoun Object | .z . . e ol VB L

% Details will be discussed thoroughly in later chapters.

GENERAL RULE

‘THE IZAFE(= LINKING VOWEL: ) CONSTRUCTION

The Izafe links the two parts of a possessive construction and is equivalent to the English

‘of.” The Izafe is written as " ;" and added directly to the first part of the construction.

the students of a school alaaliss golSanliys

a door of the house aSe 4 gila 6‘39“

the lessons of this book

s pls (SolSaw 00

WITH ATTRIBUTIVE ADJECTIVES

The Izafe also links adjectives and nouns.

%  When noun-adjective constructions are enveloped by the demonstratives (e.g. a:ls44

on page 15) or modified by the definitive suffix (e.g. 4<s on page 14), the linking

A\ 4

vowel, Izafe changes from " " to"“s".

Examples are followed in the next page.
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a. Kurdish girl (in general, absolute form)
b. Kurdish girl (in general, absolute form)
c. A Kurdish girl (indefinitive) (common)

d. A Kurdish girl (indefinitive) (rarely used)
e. The Kurdish girl (definitive)

f. This Kurdish girl (demonstrative)

3555 2S5
9,55 4aS
3588 uS-:%S
‘S;-Uds 4aS
4Ssa,5S 4aS
83,55 AaS ads

X Example a & b and c & d are interchangeable respectively.

a good hotel sl Sili*}.&(correct) a long letter 3—3)4 LS 4sdals(correct)
Sl ea(wrong) S eadsis(Wrong)
easy lessons bt i< (wrong) the big house € e <L (wrong)

olfaluls dw s u(correct)

this easy lesson | .\ 14 S

ORDINAL NUMBERS

The ordinal numbers are as follows:

1% aeS e gth ‘“_“‘:9; 17

nd th th

e T e T8
P " adasasly

4" NBIRES 127 pdasasl g0 207

5t e“—w-* 13" aig03 5l 100"

6" TIPS 14 atsoal5p 1000"
AISSE I
pdidida pdasasly

these big houses

aSs 448 5 9 gula(correct)

‘\L“)J‘\EQJJL\'A‘AG

pdasaiaa
pazoasaa
paasd) e
p A

Cpo 34w

asolsaalues 5l e

IZAFE WITH ORDINAL NUMBERS

The 2™ stage (sophomore)

?"JJ“ L’AL;\B:Q

th v
the 10" year adusa u‘“‘“"
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POSSESSIVES

POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

The normal possessive pronouns are enclitics added to the noun.
They take the following forms:

Singular Plural
1t person my R our ole
2" person your o your ol
3 person | his/her/its p their S

GENERAL RULE

In general, the enclitic possessive pronouns are added to the definitive form of the noun,
next to - aka(«<.) or akan(\<») endings.

their pens QL_.;;lSu«:Id
our bag

your book . < S

his students B - obeaSlnla

EXCEPTIONS

Prominent exceptions to the general formation are names, parents, homes, and body parts.
For these cases, the enclitics are added to the absolute form of the noun.

my hand ... your house ¢,l:.:ILA
your name &l my mother ‘,S:.l_\
our hourse OLA]LA your father as,L

For kinship terms (besides mother and father), both definitive and absolute forms
are possible.

Definitive Form Absolute Form
your sister SaSaSs 4a 8<: o
my sons ‘AJle‘V)\SS “—“.V)JS
your brother as) ol
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If the 1% person possessive endlitic is attached to the definitive form of certain nouns,
it often delivers rhetorical nuance.

Regular Use Rhetorical Use
my spirit ‘,QL“S sweetie, my dear ‘,454;.1__3
my eye N‘—l‘ sweetie, my dear ‘,‘xswl_;.
my breath aduliaa sweetie, my dear ‘,454_.“\_'.4_&
my life eo‘—:B sweetie, my dear ‘4454;.\__13

¥ The Kurdish language is very romantic. When you address a friend, a younger person,
your student or someone close to you, it is preferred to use these expressioins, rather
than call someone by one’s name.

THE IZAFE CONSTRUCTION

The possessive noun phrase can also be constructed using Izafe.

With Possessive Enclitic With Izafe

my book ‘,45 =< B, <
their answers SlalSaaYs B .

your pen ©aSdaalds J:‘ L;n‘\_v“\:ﬁ

¥ The Izafe possessive construction is used to emphasize or clarify the ownership to
whom it belongs. In general, for speaking purposes, shortened enclitic form is

preferred.
ONE’S ()
Singular Plural

st 2 v
1°* person mine oo B ours dati o
nd v <
2" person yours = yours 555 oA
rd - - -
3™ person | his/hers/its 545 o theirs Ol sas oo

Is this yours? | ¢, .

This book is mine. | ., o S ol

The pens are theirs. | ..) 4 _a olSaodlas
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REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS ()

Singular Plural
1% person myself " ourselves s
2" person yourself o yourselves TN
rd i @ v
3" person | himself/herself PN themselves olisa

I'll take a shower (I wash myself) .‘4:9..1‘:4 “VJ_;_ e

You know it (by yourself), don't you? | ¢, .1, sl csa s

Write your name

PUMRRTONIY - L
(= the name of yourself) here! 355 0] BOR 09

ENCLITIC — ISH ( &\ ol )

The enclitic particle - ish ( _x \ Jin ) have the English meanings of too / also / even.
It is added to nouns, noun-adjective phrases and pronouns.

When added to words ending in vowels, - ish yields its own vowel in favor of the preceding
vowel, becoming - sh.

* Add i to @ noun or a pronoun that ends in a consonant.

= Add _z to a noun or a pronoun that ends in a vowel.

me | .., me too | .
this book | , '-< ads this book too | . =< ads

When added to words that have a possessive pronoun enclitic, — ish intervenes in between
the noun and the possessive enclitic.

your father | - (, your father too | - s <,

my friends r“S;eJ‘-“ even my friends ‘,..::ASQNLA

% Note that possessive enclitics are always added at the end of the noun phrase.
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4. LINKING VERBS

MOSTLY EQUIVALENT TO ‘TO BE’ IN ENGLISH

The linking verbs (or the present tense copulas: ‘am, is, are’) consist of the following
enclitics:

Singular Plural
st
1% person (I) am . (We) are o
2" person (You) are ca\ (You) are o
3 person (He) is ol ? (They) are o

1) The inherent (<) shown for the 2" person singular is characteristic of literary
Kurdish, and seldom appears in the informal spoken language.

You are smart. (ng_)::_‘)) "Sb‘):“) (:93) = C;._:Sb‘):\‘) (:93)

Where are you? (< a) LS o () = Bl < ot (o)

2) The 3rd person singular linking verb is “s”. However, if the complement or

adverbial phrase has a vowel ending, such as “s”, *1” or * 4" at the end,

ylee] () sound is inserted to induce an easier pronunciation.

This is big. (s,54%) | .ays, 448 daas

She is a teacher. (L sale) | L ayliw galo yas

3) When the 3" person singular possessive enclitic(,) is followed by the 3™ person

”won

singular ending “s”, a special form, " 34," is used.

This is her book. (saSeiS) | | saya<. i€ anas

This is her son. (,55) | | Sa34Ss 5 anas

For other cases of " ;54,”, see the 3™ person singular Subjective BP of the
Present Perfect tense on page 59 and Irregular Verbs on page 61.

He had eaten. | . 34550, 9a (545)

The child is hungry. | . Sdiiw . aSallaia
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NEGATIVE STATEMENTS

To negate a linking verb statement, add () to the linking verb.

They are not smart. (< ,.3)

OSe o F (BSe s (Ol

He is not here. (» 1)

N N R SR PYL)

SENTENCES WITH LINKING VERBS

The linking verb can be combined with 1) an adjective phrase or 2) a noun phrase

complement or 3) an adverbial phrase.

COMPLEMENT + LINKING VERB

A complement relates to the subject: it describes the subject or identifies it (says who or

what it is).

COMPLEMENT WITH ADJECTIVE PHRASE

She(y44) is(s) pretty (gl s=). lga — st Glea (445)

She(y4s) is(s) not pretty(glsa). | e gloa < o+ S+ olea (445)

You(s) are(cy) brave(lls). | .culsls < co+ 15l (53)

They(ylyes) are(y) sick(Gayaas). | .o

Lsad — oF Gheads (Olyw)

COMPLEMENT WITH NOUN PHRASE

We are(y,) teachers(biwyals). | ulim gala <= oo+ Ui gola (dass)

We are(2) not teachers(Liw yols). | . yuut L gale <= oo+ o+ L sale (4as)

Sheis(s) my wife(p3). | .aaas o + 335 (ya)

ADVERBIAL + LINKING VERB

I am(a) at school(aslauls s o). palalBys d — o+ el A (o)

I am(a) not at school(a:lasls 43 o). aoalalbss d « o+ ot alaalsa d (e

My pen is(s) on the red table(sus). | .4udSs ;g 8 5un Hdwdl adSdaaldd
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SUMMARY

This child is my son.

The red apple is yours.

A5 (oA ASe 5 g b guuw

Baktiyar and I are at the bazaar.

Gaob ey Llaa g

¥ When one’s nationality is the subject matter, it is also acceptable to add “+" to the

ending of the Linking Verb. (Especially for speaking, this way is more preferred. ©)

I am Korean. .‘,__.,VJS = oy, S I am not Chinese.

They are Japanese. owll = sl

We are not Kurdish.

s e = Mo s

O 59088 T A (69,068

EXERCISES

Red dress is pretty. (in general)

s Hosw o

The red dress is pretty. (definitive)

.Q‘HASA‘)JHAJ%

The red dresses are pretty. (definitive plural)

ool oSeysw da

This red dress is pretty. (demonstrative)

Al g s 5w e as

Your red dress is pretty. (possessive)

4.1‘\5;:; C:ASb‘)JJ...uA_l;:;

Red Kurdish dress is pretty. (in general)

Al s S 35S Gl

The red Kurdish dress is pretty. (definitive)

A3 g 4S e e 400,58 (o

This red Kurdish dress is pretty. (demonstrative)

A3 g 59 s 400,58 Ao ads

Your red Kurdish dress is pretty. (possessive)

Al ga ©daSan0,5S s, o

This is his daughter.

Ls_“\A__:eS bJ‘\:\\bJA:\ u%S dodh

This is my friend’s daughter.

m&)duﬁsuﬂ

This is my father’s friend’s daughter.

.A_ASJ‘_}L;:\‘)JLAL&S‘_A&

This pen is yours.

.4__,:,:. D dodldd pdo

The black, cool, fantastic pants are my sister’s.

aaSi pa o a5 il g e, Al 0y

We are Juniors(3™ stage students)
at Salahaddin University.

COmdda Y daw L;:,S;.l", UAA__.__._.H PENERY A_A.‘._.

Sangar and Hasan are my friends.

Q.LA GJQJ‘)_.\ OMMJJ&M

You are not visible.
(I haven’t seen you for a long time)

e 5l
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5. QUESTIONS

YES/NO QUESTIONS

To make a statement into a “formal” question, simply add “L." at the beginning of the

question. L is usually used in written language, while in informal speech, raising the

voice tone at the end is enough to make the statement a question without any change to
the sentence structure.

With L (formal, written) Without L& (spoken)

Is this yours? ?4__::536_414_345\__.\_‘. QA_JVJ_.IUA“‘G

Are you an English teacher? | .- . 2. . L;L:_.HVJJLA JJ Ll | e 1Bs L;L:_.“VJJLA JJ

? M J = M J P
Are these flowers roses? s s YT ads LU | Sy o158 Y < ads

USING QUESTION WORDS

Who v How Y
s Os>
Where ~ v How man old / What time (num .
' S (5 ad) y/ / ( ) Adn
What = o How much (price) Las G
Wh v Which one of them .
y PR ol
When S Which (relative pronoun) <

In Kurdish, question words don’t change the word order of the sentence. The general rule
(subject — object/complement - verb) is applied in both questions and statements.

Sample guestions:

Who is this boy? ¢,i<,,,< aas Where are you ¢ < <las
A from? -
2 v v i ? -
How are you- SsOsm 55 Where is a pen- Saddas 158
How old is he? ¢, 1y ,oeea Where are you ¢-,' s4 48 3 3
; going? T )
How much are those? ¢, ia. o aul e Where is the ¢, | < i «Salasa e
hospital?
How far is it from here? q:b):‘:‘ o, g98 dnda What time is it? Somida Slaw
Which one is better? ¢, -:1, L.ls What is your  -.<ayssadas o3

telephone number?
g.‘b..\lld%
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6. ADJECTIVES

COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES

SUFFIXES B e

The comparative & the superlative degree of the adjective are formed by suffixing * ;3"and

A\}

o a” respectively.

Comparative Superlative
Smart smarter Smartest
So a5 ASs 55 RS 8 5a)
Beautiful more beautiful most beautiful
Ol SEEIRES IR
Easy easier Easiest
olwls sl Saasbuls

THAN

The preposition of comparison is “41”, as in the following examples.

Today is colder than yesterday. 5580 L ;_.‘_V‘JJ N VJ,A«:.

This is better than that. | | -, 5 545 &l aads

This is better than that.

couaal s gds 4l deds

"

SUPERLATIVE "s ,4a

Adding “»s ,4a"” before an adjective is another way of making superlative expressions.

the smartest <»s o5 s ,4a | the most active SYls » ,4a | the bravest 15l 5 j4a

Dastan is the smartest among
the 1% graders

.‘AASA_J 6'&\.‘:\5:0 4 ‘\Sb‘):\:) 5,4 (5‘?"3\9:9 olwly

/4

¥ "s 44" and " 5" can be used together to emphasize the superlative.

Smartest | . - . . o .
RoESe ) 8,4 So ) 8,42 CRES 8 55
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SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES COME BEFORE THE NOUN

Superlative adjectives precede the nouns they modify, as in

the most beautiful child LJ‘—\-"-A G e
the smartest person

Shaglawa is the nicest place.

oudS Gu5iSe ) b 4

S0 e Gy A 6 g4

FORMATION OF NOUN, ADJECTIVE AND ADVERB

the coldest day
the best things

the coolest thing

550 Opodaslw
OlS Gl oo yiSle

Sdas o yaab

ADJECTIVE - NOUN

Adding “ ;" at the end of the adjective makes a noun.

Adjective Noun

beautiful ., beauty .,
SRS T
intelligent s a5 intelligence S5 525
wise . wisdom &
2D 820
true . truth -
polite b gdsndtay politeness Csads
sick u”_ﬂ_l sickness u_.”:.«_;
healthy Ciuy yutdd health Sy ) 500
sour . - pickle o -
(S [
free Al freedom alsls
nice/good/cool RN happiness PN

It's not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. (Matthew 9:12)

(129 Wias) Ghoa s o<lay ,aus Sty 4n (a sue ¢ Lo gl (e

"I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except

through me.

(John 14:6)

G b g ot SHL Y s ol ual bl 5 gl 5 1K) oe
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NOUN -> ADJECTIVE

Adding the preposition, “4."(with, by) at the beginning of the noun makes an adjective.

Noun Adjective

doubt ., ¢ doubtful/ .\ 2.,
oless suspicious S8
liver(organ) 2 . brave < ...
power .-, strong Al
religion .\ L5 religious - \/aa
fear B fearful il
taste a5 tasty NEY
mercy s merciful e
glory <. glorious "< s, =1ua. 4<a
respect ., dear RYgYe

Dolma is so delicious (tasty)!

laubay ‘,:5", A_A_I:,_\

ADJECTIVE -> ADVERB

GENERAL RULE

Adding the preposition, “4."(with, by) or “;__."(without) at the beginning of the adjective

and " ;" at the end makes a noun.

« + adjective + ~\a

Adjective Adverb

sure | .J, surely 6L..i|.s o

suspicious .|, g o, of course olesS i

fast (e.g. this is fast) ‘);_;‘ fast (e.g. runs fast) w‘)_:_;‘u
hesitant LJ_\JJ_\ without hesitation U—VI-‘JJ—‘ U_‘

slow U“"‘J“'A slowly U_.zldl_au
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WORD ORDER

ADJECTIVE AS A COMPLEMENT

1) Subject - 2) Complement - 3) Linking Verb (Present Copula)

The mountain is high. | . £

The film is very interesting. uP 3:5') aSaa.ls

The downstairs room is dark. PCaNE L;)U_;‘ $995

ADJECTIVE AS A MODIFIER

1) The modified noun precedes, 3) the modifying adjective follows and 2) the noun and

adjective are connected by the Izafe ” ,".

a high mountain P S s
* a very interesting film ULJA ):5.) <l

delicious meal

Shada Sola

¥ The adverb, that modifies the adjective, comes before the adjective. (See page 32.)

30



A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar

7. PREPOSITIONS - PART |

INTRODUCTION TO PREPOSITIONS

WHAT IS A PREPOSITION?

A preposition is a word like in, to, for and out of in English.

Here are some of their Kurdish counterparts.

English Preposition Kurdish Examples
prepositions
with/by (a method/way) W (I travel) by car s L 4
to (a person) “ (Talk) to me e
without (something) u_‘ without money soly g
to/toward (a place) J_‘ (I went) to Bazaar g‘b‘e J_‘
v ? v - v v
for (a reason/person) s For what?, for you 55 se Sua o
in/at (a place) N at home, in here b,:.J ,:JLA N

HOW TO USE A PREPOSITION

A preposition usually comes before a noun phrase.

for two years | 590 I

with you | "5 jZ4

to his friend’s house | <, ,La il 5

by my dad’s car oS L g0 slidn

A prepositional phrase can be an object or an adverbial.

I studied Kurdish. S o PRI I studied Kurdish for 2 years. | .., . a5 5S Il g9 s
Comel! Lo yoy Come with me! | 1, ,, .. JaZal
I give (it). paasa I give it to you. IPUNEYON _i
Listen! 5,80 58 Listen to this song! | , 2, (.1, % aal
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PREPOSITION & POSTPOSITION

Certain prepositions (especially, 41) are coupled with a postposition to envelop the

complement together. The preposition itself marks the beginning of the prepositional
phrase, and the end of the complement is marked by a postpositional element.

Pocs(zgglsiir’:% n Preposition Examples
in, at (a place) I o | In Kurdistan has Lo 5S &
in America 1ol o &l
finally 14__.__,\_‘.;5 N
in front of la L o yaadd
from (a place) 595 o from afar 598 5 godd
because of 5 g8 Sasal because of that 5 545 yanal
for the sake of sala el for you JJ oila

ADVERBIAL PHRASES

In Kurdish, most adverbs and adverbial phrases are added after the subject.

Subject - Adverb - Verb

Subject - Adverb - Object/Complement - Verb

% Notable exceptions are the adverbs of direction (to/for/towards somewhere), which

usually come after the verb.

ADVERB OF TIME/FREQUENCY

I'll come. ,‘A_:‘_,

’ v
I'll leave. PORTee

More examples:

in the afternoon 5050 il
evening s gt

next year <., <L,

, .
I'll come tomorrow. 900 Shia G

’ 7 v v
I'll leave at 3 o’clock. O g e

at night = /. late | 2., ),
early . yesterday ..,
last year L two yrs ago Jb;-,-
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ADVERB OF MANNER

Gol 1}, Gofast! | 1y, i,s o
Speak! i, Speak slowly! |y 1, .y sl s o

More examples:

slowly bl gea o quickly/fast ol with them = .y & jaZu
by foot = 4 ** nicely s\ with them . j.2y
by car oL 4 atonce . <&« **in a pretty way S

** Some adjectives behave like adverbs as well.

ADVERB OF PLACE

I'm going. oo I'm going to Halabja. = (i . pabd o
I came back. 5 gl a8 I came back from school. 1.5 ,3 4 s yaul ;a8
I came. asla I came from afar. iy o oo g g guall g
More examples:
on (athing) |, . .d from behind b gbe e Celigal to (a place) .
under . sd behind , -, in (aplace) . 4
besides Lo Jl o below ‘,J‘,),J_;; from (a place)  ,,., ... o

Common expressions and Kurdish idioms with preposition will be covered in Chapter 12.
Preposition - Part II.
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8. VERB TYPES

INTRANSITIVE & TRANSITIVE

INTRANSITIVE 454243 LS

An intransitive verb is a verb that cannot take an object, although it may have an
adverbial/prepositional phrase along with it.

I understand very well. aa€ea 3 il s (50

I'll come back early tomorrow. vz .. .
Y 8 54,4580 555 (S ()

a5 el san (o)

I live in Hawler.

TRANSITIVE as05 5,18

A transitive verb is a verb that takes an object.

I study Kurdish. g e o558 ()

I don't have(eat) dinner. aoals 8l Al (ga)

He sees you. [Ley o au 53 (948

SIMPLE, COMPLEX, COMPOUND

Both intransitive and transitive verbs can be grouped under one of the following:
1) simple 2) complex 3) compound

Here, the number of meaningful words in a verb decides its classification.

SIMPLE VERBS sulw ,IS

A simple verb is a one-word verb.

Intransitive Transitive

to arrive TS to do 9S8
togo, toleave ... " towash ... .
Ol 9 Qs g

to come Sila to take, to hold .
to die . toeat .. ..
L SENIN o
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COMPLEX VERBS 15,14 4,<

A complex verb takes two forms:

= A prefix (no-meaning) + a simple verb.
= A simple verb + a suffix (s 4»)

Suffix Simple verb Prefix Complex Verb
- .- :..'Ag L’_-‘ .- :.-'Ag L,—-‘
to arrive to understand
596 Q“v)‘\g - a\,d;:\‘v)‘\g
again to explore, to return
to search
- ol ,Ju QL...JA.A
to obtain to get up, wake up

Transitive

Suffix  Simple verb  Prefix Complex Verb
- .- . l..! .- . ‘4
to drop to close
CR I SEB - b\,&;x..\‘)__x
again to take to win, overcome
- Oaol5e Jea S, 5edaa
to compensate to elect, choose

COMPOUND VERB 1,11l 4,LS

Compound verb is a verb with more than two meaningful words.

Suffix  Simple verb Pre-Word Compound Verb
) BERS s OISR s
to be, become  a. hungry to become hungry
B ol 94A la gaa
to come n. sleep to become sleepy
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Transitive

Suffix Simple verb Pre-Word Compound Verb
R OJJS LSl__I bJﬁJ‘)S kSl__:l
again to do, make a. clean v. clean
- oly Crwsd ol J\ Crwsy
to give n. hand v. touch

SUMMARY

Intransitive Transitive
Simple Ssse . to become 51,5 itodo, work
osse tOQO oga,lsa loeat
ida,, G to leave oissa - towash
sigan  tosleep Sa,. © totake
Slsaa : to wake up v - tosee
oila ¢ to come owoly 1 to know
Si,e - todie slua : to bring
Complex s yaul o€ ! to return s gaia,S to open
syle : to stay = .o 1y :toclose
sty tosit 5,8 Jan : tohold
Oling ), to stand yiun ,es - LO reveal
yiga® o to understand
Compound Ouss ssea - L0 become thirsty S Slewsy to ask
S sy to become hungry Suse ses - tolearn
Suse Le,aw - to feel cold s gdiiwn Lo ¢ O remind
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9.

TENSES

FINDING STEM & ROOT FOR VERB CONJUGATION

All Kurdish verbs end with “u”.

Past root, which is the base for past tense conjugation, is formed by
dropping the “v".

Present stem, which is the base for present tense conjugation, is normally
formed by dropping the “u” and the second last letter of the verb.

However, there are many irregular cases as well.

vt. = transitive verb Verb Past Stem Present Stem
vi. = intransitive verb (Infinitive)
By the rule to see (Vt) owiw s o=
to fall (vi) oRueS S dS 54
to pull (vt) olzsS 1, LaS 1, S 1
to grab, hold (vt) 3,5 oK S
to wake up (vi) oliwles L Jaa Cow Jaa
to laugh (vi) o= 2 &S (o 088 o2
to die (vi) o= e >
to buy (vt) =S ¢S S
to sell (vt) O 55 Sy b OB
[a] stem to do (vt) ouuS 2,8 &S
to drop (vt) o S A
vi. to reach  oxiadaS AR NPLS &£
to buy (vt) s I 53
to sell (vt) o2 N “
[o] stem to wash (vt) oasd S g -
to eat (vt) oolsx CBIREN FEN
to go, leave (vi) u—‘-‘“—'JJ ;“:.__.VJ:, :9_)
[e] stem to send (vt) oL 3,b o
to know (vt) owluls bl Ol
to stay (vi) sssle s 50_Lo 5 55_run
burn (vi) oLssw By gen ™
to return (vi) cow!,a8 s y0_l,a8 ATIPETLS
Irregular to come (vi) osla ola @
to say (vt) o < o8 u—‘
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to go (vi) Ousa sa 5
to be, become (vi) e e o
to kill (vt) O oS ot ,S 558

PRESENT & FUTURE

USE OF PRESENT TENSE

In Kurdish, the simple present (e.g. I go), the present continuous (e.g. I'm going) and the
future (e.g. I will go) tense are all expressed in the same manner.

Normally, the future sense is gained from context or by time expressions.

Ileave now. ' o, tiucs (o)

7 M M
I'll leave tomorrow. 908 Fadaw ()

FORMATION OF PRESENT TENSE

SIMPLE VERBS

The present tense of the simple verb is formed from the present stem with a prefixed
modal marker (s4), and the following suffixed subjective endings (bound pronouns).

* All formation rules should be read from right to left.

<
T~

[Subjective BP][Present Stem]sa

Formation Rule

toeat (0aLlsa) | ol + sa + 59 (y4a5) ) (He eats)

%  The modal prefix, s da- is used in most Kurdish dialects and is also the standard.

However, the modal prefix in Sulemani dialect is 45 a-.

Are you leaving? (Standard & Hawleri) 9&_;:5)0_\ 33

Are you leaving? (Sulemani) ?;.43,4:‘ JJ

Today, I'm going to bazaar. - il 5 e () ,VJYJM:,

Are you going to wash your hands, NOW? | ¢-," 540 cawss (53) L

We'll come back. |, ju) aZas (aas)
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SUBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUNS FOR PRESENT TENSE

In the present tense, the Bound Pronouns Set I (page 17) is used for both intransitive
and transitive verb conjugations.

Intransitive Verb Transitive Verb
Singular Plural Singular Plural

1% person . .
& o2 & o2

2" person - . - .
—3 N\ 8] 2\ O

3 person . . . .
3\ 8] 2\ O

% Note that the inherent (t:w) shown for 2"- and 3"-person singular is characteristic of
literary Kurdish and seldom appears in the informal spoken language. The (w) is

recovered, however, when any enclitic or suffix(e.g. “s 45”) is added to the verb.

When written

When spoken (informal)

Intransitive

You go / You'll go.

|

Transitive

He writes / He'll write.

Sgmes

PG|

.L;‘.UJJLIQJ

With Suffix

He rewrites / He'll rewrite.

.b\,

Simes

Please note, for verbs with stems ending in a vowel[-», -4, -], the 3" person singular

bound pronouns sl

ightly change.

A-STEM (-»)

Common A-Stem Verbs:

(1) 058 (48) il () o (4A) Gren (e9) ol
to do, work to reach, arrive to take to drop, throw to give
Infinitive Form . - . .
u._\‘)s u.‘.a.uA u‘._\ (.E‘
Present Stem o< e o u-‘
Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural
st v v
1 person ‘:\ASA..\ Q:xt-\Sb._\ ‘sA’Aa_\ Q:M'Ab._\ ‘sb..\b..\ «2 (podsd )
nd . v
2 person (Q)GASA._\ QASA._\ (Q)dd_’xb._\ Oda sy (Q)db._\b._\ ) B! =2
rd v Y
3" person (O)Sea | 9aSes | (O)asas | gaass | (D)lasa o | Geden o

¥ Any complex or compound verbs with A-Stem verbs also behave as above.
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O-STEM (-4

)

Common O-Stem Verbs:

(50) Oy

(5) Gid s

(52) ool ea

to leave to wash to eat
Infinitive Form - he & & SR
O 9 O gt [SEPIN ==
Present Stem v v, =
I S ==
Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural
st person v X v v . X v . v X v
‘1\,‘)0._\ LJ:‘JJb‘J ‘s\g.mb..\ uﬂ\,.mb..\ ‘QJAQJ U:‘JAb"‘
d v v v v v v
erson - . - - . - . U
P (DDs3009 | g2 | (D)ggbed | sl | (D)gsasd | Hyaed
rd . . v
3 person (Q)‘JJ&J OJJ&J (C:)‘J.[bb..\ O\,.:Zab..\ (C:)‘J'Ab..\ OJ'AA..\

Ali is going to wash his face.

.Q‘J.fbbd LSJl%J ‘Abd L’_Lc

Danielle eats yogurt everyday.

2l g Sanlls o Fafi oy g omin Ll

E-STEM (-

Common E-Stem Verbs: Verbs with *1” ending often have E-Stems.

M M _ M . v
(FP55+) (504) (558 Ouo) (S (& F i)
to burn to travel to stay to break to cook
Infinitive < . a0 0.8
Form u\})AS bJA_ll_A ul_l g;’ G
Present v g K v
Stem LS‘V)AS b\,b...u._f.a L’_:‘_)u.au._f%
Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural
t T v B v v v v 7 v
° person ‘a:t_)ASbJ U._.__t_,ASa_\ 5 9daiindy b 9diiiiany e..;m..sé;...i...; Oeiisn J Sodin
d SR SR z : : : :
person (Q)L’__\‘V)AS&J U"‘V)AS""‘ bJA:a_.a‘_’a__a.AbJ bJA_’a_’a__a.Ab..\ (u)L’_‘_\bJ‘;‘u.u.uA Qﬂlbd‘j&jﬁ
d 71 _ I 3 3 3 3 3
3r person (Q)L;:)ASQJ U::JASQJ bJA:a_.a‘_]_:.AbJ bJA.‘A.‘A.:.AbJ u_a_ab..\ u...u.a_;g Q.:;ab..\ J Ca.j.l.:%

When is Hewa coming back from Malaysia?

Ll ol Uc;)&u 4 | 5ua

Rezan doesn’t cook on Friday.
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IRREGULAR VERBS

The following are prominent irregular verbs.

In;ic?riﬁiqve oila (to come) s (to say) O S (to kill)

Present Stem v v .
[ rEaeEE | ’ A 558
_ Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural

st

nd v v vy %7
27 person (&) s o () selo s Sees  (©)e5sSes O5sSes
rd

1
(S e (@) les Selos (@)5sSes 035Sea

|COMPLEX VERB & COMPOUND VERBS

For complex or compound verbs:
1) The first part of the verb (either prefix or pre-word) gets separated from the rest
of the verb.
2) The modal marker (».) is attached before the second part of the present stem.
3) The subjective bound pronoun goes to the end of the present stem.

Formation Rule [Subjective BP][Present Stem]su [Prefix/Pre-Word]

to run (Ha< 1)) a+aS+ss 1, ; (Irun, I'm running)

¥ Formation rules should be read from right to left.
If the complex or compound verb has the — awa(s y») suffix, the awa(s 4») is affixed

behind the personal endings.
Formation Rule

s 9o +[Subjective BP][Present Stem]ss [Prefix/Pre-Word]

v. to remember

(5.3 045 ,e2) 596 +a+ 948+ 58 o, (Iremember)
894y o= -

¥ Formation rules should be read from right to left.

| NEGATIVE STATEMENTS

To negate a present tense statement, change the modal prefix (s4) to (L).

Infinitive Affirmative Negative
Intransitive ossa (to go) e SN
Transitive Ot 9 95 (tO Write) L;.uJJLbJ \94:\ LF"“JJ;‘L\ 343
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SUMMARY

Simple Verbs ( BER = QJJ‘J;'\ ):

Intransitive I'l go (to school). | .iats s 4y a8 ()

Transitive | We are eating (breakfast). Q.O_IVJ_.Q&M (olas b ( V;)

Complex or Compound Verbs ( ;aias 1o, Ha S u__. Cwsd 4 o6 gana,S Sb):

Intransitive I'll sit (here). POV I (5 5ud) ()

Transitive | I'll start it (tomorrow). .‘AASb.J u‘«‘ Cewss (L) ()

With » 5o Suffix I clean (the room). 5 5404Sss SU (4Ss553) ()

TRANSITIVE VERB WITH OBJECT

NOUN OBJECT

NO PREPOSITION

In Kurdish the word order is Subject - Object - Verb. Following the rule, the noun object
comes after the subject (if exists) and before the verb.

I see( o) Ashty. sy (Sals (o)

He makes(;a S cuuy ) anice desk. | 1Ssu Cowy,yo o3l (Sobus (345)

Danielle studies(gaisa) Kurdish. | . o) gas gus58 Jlals

EWITH PREPOSITION

If the verb conglomerate includes a preposition, the noun object comes after the
preposition.

I listen to (53,8 3 58) music. | .o Sos Lirwge & 555 ()

She start with (s, o cawss) the work. | (Ssu aSo LS 4 Cawsa (4a8)
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PRONOUN OBJECT

NO PREPOSITION
The pronoun object can be indicated in two different forms:

1) The Independent Pronoun form (e.g. aas ,cpe ,.53)

2) The Bound Pronoun form (e.g. ole ,a ,&).

1) The Independent Pronoun Object behaves the same as the noun object.

Formation Rule [Subjective BP][Present Stem]ss Independent Object

to see (ouin) CoF e 89 glyas aals ; (Ashty sees them)

2) The Bound Pronoun Object is inserted in between the modal prefix(ss) and the

present stem of the verb.

¥ In the present tense, Bound Pronouns Set II (page 17; same as the
possessive pronouns) is used for their objective suffixes.

Objective Bound Pronoun
Singular Plural
1% person .
p a oo
nd
2" person - o
3" person .
g P ok
Formation Rule [Subjective BP][Present Stem][BP Object]s.
V. to see (yeis) G F s + obiss als | (Ashty sees them)

 SUMMARY
Noun Object | 1 gee(;.:1.) Ashty. sy sl (Ge)
Independent Pronoun Object I see(;uiis) her. R B (@)
Bound Pronoun Object I see(suins) her. | .a: b_‘(_oA)
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& gl V.

Independent Pronoun Object

Singular
1% person NCRUN
You'll see me again.
2" person o yhainsss 33
I'll see you again.
3 person

bJA.A:J_:_.IbJ \94\3

I'll see him again.

Plural

5 54T 6d das

You'll see us again.

v

bJA.A_.A_A“_.le bﬁ:\

I'll see you again.

bJA.A:J_:_.IbJ Q‘J‘\S

I'll see them again.

see again

Bound Pronoun Object

Singular

v

& ydiuiunsd 93
You'll see me again.
8 9daininisd G
I'll see you again.
bJ‘LA.]__H:\bJ
I'll see him again.

Plural
o yaiiiloss o3
You'll see us again.
bJ‘LA_.A_A___.A;sl:\bJ
I'll see you again.
bd@#;ll:lbu_\
I'll see them again.

WITH PREPOSITION

When the object is a pronoun, the preposition + pronoun combination can be written
and said in two different ways as shown below:

Prep. + Independent Pronoun | Prep. + Bound Pronoun

e e
Plural

dad 4
N

Olsds

v

2
Singular Plural
ps2 oles
c.;__. uLg.._;

Prep. + Independent Pronoun | Prep. + Bound Pronoun

Singular
1% person e
2" person 5
rd
3" person 45 4
Singular
1% person e &l
2" person 5l
rd
3™ person 4 ol

9as o
Plural

A_A_:.:.A_I
5 gt 4l
U‘J‘\:“u

v

S
Singular Plural
aed oladd
w—‘ ol

When prepositions are combined with bound pronouns, they change their forms:

o 4 (ba) becomes uJ (pe)

o sus (da) becomes u:; (te)

o & (la) becomes ) (le)
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The bound pronouns may either be 1) pre-posed, i.e. added to the word preceding the
preposition if there is any such word, or 2) postposed, i.e. added to the preposition itself if
there is no preceding word.

¥ Subjective Bound Pronoun = Subjective BP, Objective Pronoun = Objective BP

I listen to (3,8 J ss%) them. | 2 Zos 3 glasf (G
You start with(s,< u‘-—’ Cewsa) them. | olSsu ;__3 Oliwsy (445)

Itell(o3s8 () YOU. | aidss s ()

ONLY ONE PRONOUN OBJECT FOR SIMPLE VERB

A. Independent Pronoun Object (IP Object)

[Subjective BP][Present Stem]sus [IP Object]+[Prep.]

B. Bound Pronoun Object (BP Object)

[Subjective BP][Present Stem].s [BP Object]+[Prep.]

Isay(o3sS - 43) to you(s3). | -aedes 534 (o)
Isay(o3sS ) to you(o). | addes Sy (o)

ONLY ONE PRONOUN OBJECT FOR COMPLEX/COMPOUND VERB

C. Independent Pronoun Object (IP Object)

[Subjective BP][Present Stem]sas IP Object+[Prep]. [Compounding Agent]

D. Bound Pronoun Object (BP Object)

[Subjective BP][Present Stem]sas [Prep.] [BP][Compounding Agent]

I listen(o3,8 .4 55) t0 you(3). | .a,Zsu 53 4l 558 (o0
Ilisten(os,8 3 558) to you(e). | a,Rss ) o (o)
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THERE ARE TWO OBJECTS: DIRECT OBJECTS & INDIRECT OBJECTS

E. independent pronoun indirect object (IP Object)

[Subjective BP][Present Stem]su [IP Object]+[Prep.] (Compounding Agent) [Direct Object]

F. bound pronoun indirect object (BP Object)

[Subjective BP][Present Stem]ss [Prep.] (Compounding Agent) [BP][Direct Object]

I give(ls -..4) the books to You(s). | .asusn 3 4 GlSamsS ()

I give(yls ) the books to you(s). | .asuss o cal€asS (o)

I bring(oLies) you(ss) water. | .aiiass 55 5 55 ()

I bring(olica) you(e) water. | ..iiass g o ls (o)
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SUMMARY

= The subjective bound pronoun is fixed at the end of the verb stem.
= Only the objective bound pronoun changes its position depending on the form of
the verb conglomerate.

o If there is a direct object of the noun or independent pronoun, the 2™
pronominal object (in this case, it is always the indirect object) goes right
behind the Direct Object in a bound pronoun form.

With Direct Object | \yith Objective BP Without Objective BP
Simple Verb Labdby ) QASAJ < Labdby IS a ASAJ <
I give(yls ) You the flower. ¢ ot 2S5t a == s
Complex Verb :Juv s aSas v s A
. S OaSaaS Jaa 55 5 aSaas
I choose(s,!5: Jaa) the book for you. SO v T
.eﬁ}.}bd .eﬁ}.}bd
compound Verb | g, &, jLaSeypila | SL glyes o aSspla
I clean(s y4:4,< KL) the house for them. T o
) 5 9404880 5 940488y

o If there is no direct object of the noun or independent pronoun, but the verb
conglomerate includes preverbal prefixes or compounding agents, the
pre-word behaves like the direct object of the verb and the objective
bound pronoun goes behind the pre-word.

Without Direct Object | yith Objective BP Without Objective BP

Simple Verb cadded Gy ades o34

I say(,s.2 ) to you. ! el 5 4
Complex Verb | _ 2., .Ll asfeal, ol yas

I stop(;s,21,) them. £ o= £ i
Compound Verb | | <, Jaal oawla adSss dule 53 el
. & =3 & =S
I walk(a,S awly) with you.

o If there is no direct object and no preposition, no preverbal prefix or
compounding agent whatsoever, the objective bound pronoun goes in

between the present modal prefix (s4 ,lu) and the verb stem.

Without Direct Object | \yii) opjective BP | Without Objective BP

Simple Verb

.‘z_._._._:' “Lisa ORI PP
I see(yuws) them. T et o

Complex Verb .
P .‘,_.HL.__.\_.

SUREE
I don’t know(g.wls) him. e
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PRESENT TENSE REVIEW USING DAILY ROUTINE EXPRESSIONS

He wakes up.

L’:‘.u.:b._\_v‘u KL= ‘L‘J‘\ﬁ

He gets out of his bed.

-beJbJ ‘\:A:hl GASA_I_I_A.H.& JJ;\ LSAS-‘A/_. 4.‘ JA:‘

He goes downstairs.

.be‘)‘Jix (‘1\5.6_\)(_;\‘:9 4:1‘\5:)&_\ \54:1

He goes jogging.

OJ‘)S UQJJM J_.IH_AA“" &4 Jﬂ

He comes back from jogging.

.b\’ﬁ;‘v)‘\gbdo..\‘)s 4:‘5\5‘)4_&4_‘\543

He picks up the mail.

.bdﬁ;\;bdju 6454.&1-! Jﬂ

He takes a shower.

-(:J‘J_:Zlbd L;:’A \54:1

He gets dressed.

v ov v
-u:\‘V)JSbJL;JAJA_l

He has breakfast.

Olgaes s ol gas

He leaves home.

Cuasy yea Jle a 445

He buys a newspaper.

.&;)de ‘54:14_&[43\5‘) \54:1

He listens to music.

580 L yo &l 558 545

He catches the train.

. o | @
ASs ,adsand0dd AS8s0 4a8

He reads the newspaper.

-bJ‘.A_A_A_I._.__J-AbJ 4.4‘.'\3\9‘) Jﬂ

He starts work.

olSsa JISA_)u_m‘ 54 945

He drinks some coffee.

.bJG‘J'AbJ le:Q Jﬂ

He has lunch.

.Q‘J_"xbd :j‘v)bd._:_x L&“‘L \54:1

He finishes work.

.«:4;_}04 J‘Jﬁ ‘)‘SU Jﬂ

He meets his friends.

O L P W PP

He plays squash.

He has dinner.

Sl gasd sl Al yaa

He watches television.

olSsy Q:,_J')_M_I«:. omdw 445

He goes to bed.

_v v
BKa B 4_4_4_'\__: - 38) \54:1
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IMPERATIVES (COMMANDS)

FORMATION OF IMPERATIVES

The subject of an imperative sentence is always " 53 ” or ” s 5.5 ” because it's a command.

This is usually not explicitly stated.

(You) Come! | 1s s 4 (53)

(You guys) Eat! !dis—'“-.* (b\,_:.:.)

WITHOUT OBJECT

The imperative is formed from the present stem with the prefix (w), and with a suffixed

subjective ending,

”_on

” ”

8 0Or 5.

= If the imperative’s subject is singular (), add “s” at the end.

= If the imperative’s subject is plural (a\,.lﬁ.) , add "" at the end.

Singular Subject (,3)

s+[Present Stem]+o

Plural Subject (» s.5)

ot[Present Stem]+o

Regular A-STEM O-STEM E-STEM Irregular
Infinitive - € . s ] e 41,48 la
Form GBS O3S SERIN o S18) o
to catch to do, work to eat to travel to come
Present Stem e v Y )
» < o2 S %
Singular Subject ¢ v Y2
9 Jee 555 A<y e PSTLE 5585
(52) (You) hold! (You) do! (You) eat! (You) travel! (You) come!
Note | By the rule | s is dropped! | s is dropped! | s is dropped! No rule!
Plural Subject . e . . R < .
19 oo O O e SELR)
(5 525)

TRANSITIVE VERBS WITH OBJECT

All the object position rules are the same as the present verb case.

Independent Object

s \+[Present Stem]e [Object]

With Pre-Word & Objective Bound Pronoun
(Preposition, Compounding Agents, etc.)

s \,+[Present Stem]e [BP][Pre-Word]

No Pre-Word & Objective Bound Pronoun

s \,+[Present Stem][BP]w
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Eat (ga,)5a)

RN

Study (o sa)

(You) eat! J_u (You) study! 4_._.\,_~._.
(You) eat Dolmal! J_~._. u.lvd_\ (You) study Kurdish! 4;_13_;._. S
(You) eat it! | v . " J_u e (You) study it! 4_.:. L 4_.:.\,_\_, 5 ga%
Say (¢5.5%) o Listen (¢3,% 5%) RPPRS
(You) say! u‘L‘ (You) listen! o ng
I v oV v oV v H I P v P
(You) say to me! TRV I o (You) listen to me! 5,8 e al 448
H v v v H I P v v P
(You) say it to me AT ab g4 (You) listen to me! 5% “:‘JS

NEGATIVE IMPERATIVE

To negate the imperative command:

= Drop (o) from the imperative.

= Add (4») to the present stem.

Don’t eat Dolma!

i dallgs

Don’t speak to me!

14Sas LJ«K«.I s

Don’t come tomorrow!

lade osbag

Don't be angry!

lade 0,555
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PAST TENSE

USE OF PAST TENSE

Four different kinds of Past Tense exist in the Kurdish Language.

= Simple Past (e.g. 'l came.’, T ate dinner.’, ‘I studied Kurdish.’ etc.)

= Past Continuous/Habitual (e.g. ‘I was eating dinner.’, ‘I was studying.’ etc.)
o In Kurdish, certain verbs indicating someone’s likeness or hope are
commonly expressed with the Past Continuous tense, rather than the Simple
Past tense. (See “How to use the subjunctive” on page 80. )

= Present Perfect (e.g. I have come.)
o For general purposes, the Present Perfect tense of Kurdish is equivalent to
the English Present Perfect.
o When an event started in the past and is still active:

LR v Wi K| AJ;_I u.“‘_. (We have been seated here.)

o When we talk about something that happened in the past, but we don't
specify precisely when it happened (perhaps we don't know, or it is not
important to say when it happened):

= 95493, 9a caulh (Have you eaten?)
= 5 443la 445 (He has come.)
= Past Perfect (e.g. I had come.)

o The Past Perfect tense of Kurdish is equivalent to the English Past Perfect

and mostly used for subjuctive expressions.

= ola sl ;_*.IS ‘1\9\9_,:._.;1:.:9}, o (I have left when mom came.)
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FORMATION OF SIMPLE PAST

LINKING VERBS

The simple past tense of linking verbs is formed by adding the Subjective Bound
Pronoun (modified SET I on page 17) to " 3 5",

Singular Plural
1% person (I) was oYy (We) were e
2" person | (You) were s s\ g s 9m (You) were s
3 person | (He) was s (They) were s

% Note that there is no subjective bound pronoun for the 3™ person singular subject.

'HOW TO USE
[Subjective BP] 5 5. [Complement]

ADJECTIVE PHRASE COMPLEMENT

She was(s.) pretty. 92 Ol v st Ol s

NOUN PHRASE COMPLEMENT

We were(ousss) teachers. | gusss Gagols <= Cuggn + L gols dass

ADVERBIAL + LINKING VERB

IwaS(eJJ_})atSChOOI. ‘4\53_14_1‘_'\_1‘:1\9:94_‘ (_‘Ad\j__l+ 4_1\_’\_1[:1\5:94_“_',.&

INTRANSITIVE VERBS

The simple past tense of intransitive verbs is formed by adding subjective bound pronoun
suffixes to the past stem of the verb.

[Subjective BP][Past Root]

SUBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUNS

In the case of intransitive verbs, the Bound Pronoun Set I variation (page 17) is used
for the appropriate subjective suffixes.
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Subjective Bound Pronouns

For Intransitive Verbs

Singular Plural
1% person . "
2" person -\ .
— ‘e 8]
3 person None .
8]

% Note that there is no subjective bound pronoun for the 3™ person singular subject,
while other subjective bound pronouns remain the same as in the present tense.

You left early. .C.._..‘...'z.__::” 99

Isatthere. | .aiac lo ol e
We understood.

‘.““L_‘\g(_’—“ ‘¢

¥ The verb “to understand” is transitive in English, but in Kurdish, it means “to reach to”,
which gives a sense of “to be understood”, and functions as an intransitive. ©

TRANSITIVE VERBS
SUBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUNS AND OBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUNS

In the past tense,

The Bound Pronoun Set II (page 17) is used for their subjective suffixes.
The Bound Pronoun Set I (page 17) is used for their objective suffixes.

Subjective BP Objective BP
For Transitive Verbs For Transitive Verbs
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1t person i .
! P ¢ oLe ¢ e
n
2" person & ol S o
3" person . .
g s ok None S

¥ Bound Pronouns (both subjective and objective) are emphasized with bold below.

NO OBJECT
The simple past tense of transitive verbs is also formed by adding subjective bound

pronoun suffixes to the past stem of the verb.

[Subjective BP][Past Root]
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NO OBJECT, BUT WITH PREPOSITION

[Past Root] [Subjective BP][Preposition]

COMPLEX OR COMPOUND VERBS

1) Without Objective Bound Pronoun

[Past Root] [Prep.] [Subjective BP][Pre-Word]

2) With Objective Bound Pronoun

[Objective BP][Past Root] [Prep.] [Subjective BP][Pre-Word]

WITH INDEPENDENT OBJECT (NOUN OR INDEPENDENT PRONOUN)

1) Without Objective Bound Pronoun

[Past Root] [Pre-Word] [Prep.] [Subjective BP][Object]

2) Without Objective Bound Pronoun

[Objective BP][Past Root] [Pre-Word] [Prep.]

Examples:

[Subjective BP][Object]

With Objective BP

Without Objective BP

I h .
ate those. | . 3,5l 5 () olea aglyds
I saw you. L . 5
yod S () N - S
I told you. . ¢ Y B o

He gave you the book. ey UJ B.< o<

o 54 eSS

They bought the flower for you. | . .-, o olasa g
oS T G

N BE

I mi hem.
missed them ‘g,_bs ..

S a0l son

She cooked dolma for them.

.2435@3)45 LSAA.]JJ

¢JJS4_JAJJ‘ KB L}’Jdﬁ LSAA.]JJ
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FORMATION OF SIMPLE PAST NEGATIVE

To negate a past simple sentence, add the past negative prefix "a5 ” to the verb ending.

% Note that the present negative prefix is "Lu."

 LINKING VERBS

Change the past ending( y s2) to (9 s5243).

She wasn't(ypas) pretty. | . g oaan o sa (9a5)

We weren't(om 5 saas) teachers. | .o g sads L gala (dash)

I wasnt(ays243) at school. | a5 gaan anlanls 53 4l (o)

EINTRANSITIVE VERBS

1) Simple Verb

[Subjective BP][Past Root]4:

2) Complex/Compound Verb

[Subjective BP][Past Root]4: [Pre-Word]

You didn't leave early. | cuidu s as 555

Ididnt sit there. | aias @ lo el o

We didn't understand. | guisuaan 5 4ass

ETRANSITIVE VERBS
The Subjective Bound Pronoun moves from the end of the verb to behind the negative
prefix (as). If there is any preceding word besides the verb itself, the subjective
suffix(Subjective BP) goes behind the preceding word(e.g. object, preposition, etc.).
1) Simple Verb

A. No Object

[Past Root][Subjective BP]4.
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B. No Object, With Preposition

[Past Root]ax

[Subjective BP][Preposition]

C. With Noun Object

[Past Root]as [(Prep.)] [Subjective BP][Object]

2) Complex/Compound Verb

A. No Object

[Past Root]ax

[Subjective BP][Pre-Word/Preposition]

B. With Noun Object

[Past Root]4as [Pre-Word/Preposition] [Subjective BP][Object]

With Objective BP

Without Objective BP

I didn't eat those.

.J‘)‘J'A‘\L ‘zd_sljd_‘:

I didn't see you.

e B R

I didn't tell you.

He didn't give you the book.

da @ o7 4 Pasa o<

They didn’t bring the flower for you.

Laaas 53 50 glasd S

I didn't miss them.

J)SA_\‘AL)IJ‘L‘:L;)_:_:

She didn’t cook dolma for them.

L ‘_;! Oleds i L;A_A_Vl\g_\

FORMATION OF PAST COUNTINUOUS/HABITUAL

Add the present modal prefix "su” to the simple past form.

X Note that the past continuous tense is similar to the negative simple past form,

except that the verb prefix is not "a4” but "su”.
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INTRANSITIVE VERBS

You were leaving early.

S 9,63 995

I was sitting there.

pidnsa o LSJ“-‘ O

TRANSITIVE VERBS

With Objective BP

Without Objective BP

I was eating those. | . 54l ¢a pod (&)

.J‘)‘J'Abd ‘zled_‘:

[ was seeing you. | .Cucpusss (o)

o ru_x'__ - 38) ‘1£

I was telling you. | .cuo 486 ‘z;,:x(o.n)

C:ngd‘z\;_?d_:

I was missing them. | . ja,<s4 oo

S8 aglsd gom

PAST CONTINUOUS - NEGATIVE

To negate the past continuous statement, add "44” in front of the past continuous.

EINTRANSITIVE VERBS

You weren't leaving early.

S 9 ,0345 995

I wasn't sitting there.

pldnssds o LSJ“-‘ O

ETRANSITIVE VERBS

If there is no object or any kind of pre-verb precedents, the subjective bound pronoun

comes after "4ax "

With Objective BP

Without Objective BP

I wasn't eating those. | . ;o) ga sunds (Ow)

.J‘)‘J'Abdﬁ ‘zled_‘:

I wasn't seeing you. | .y ssaeds  (Go)

P 54845 ‘1£

I wasn't telling you. | .o 8suan ‘z;,:x(o.n)

C:Jg 54845 ‘1\;_.:'4_:

I wasn't missing them. | .;a,Ss048 a0

.J)deﬁ ‘zdIJ‘L‘: SO
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FORMATION OF PRESENT PERFECT
The present perfect tense is used for an action that started in the past and continues to
the present time.

How to make the Present Perfect Root:
= Add ", 4" to the Past Root of the verb.

a. If the Past root ends in a consonant, add " 4 4".
b. If the past root ends in a vowel, add " 5".

c. If the past root ends in 44, don’t add anything.

LINKING VERBS

(s)+[Present Copula] y 5. [Complement]

¥ For Present Coupula, see page 17 (Chapter 4. The Linking Verb).

You have become pretty. | .., .1 o ()

I have been sick. oy g ou—v\—* ()

He has been grown (been big). o g 5,548 (Ha%)

<44 9 94 );_‘J‘LA‘L‘ U‘J‘t‘

They haven’t been in Hawler.

¥ In the Present Perfect tense of the linking verb and intransitive verbs, the
additional “s” after the Present Copula doesn’t appear all the time.

INTRANSITIVE VERBS

The Present Perfect tense of intransitive verbs is formed from the the Present Perfect Root
plus the Present Copulas.

Simple Verb (s)+ [Present Copula][Present Perfect Root]

Complex/Compound Verb (s)+ [Present Copula][Present Perfect Root] [Pre-Word]

You have left early. .(b);._.wiaiu}) 390

I have seated here. (8)p st s5ul o

They haven’t understood. ()0 5 55t a8 U_.‘ o) g4

She has come. .5 g5ila gan

V" We have been stayed in Hawler. | | o, /1, 1,4 ol auss

2) He has been stayed.

.bJﬁbJLA \54:1
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1) “s 48" suffix always comes at the last position of the verb.

2) “&”is inserted where two “s” vowels conflict.

¥ Some actions continuing in the present time also use the present perfect tense.

He is sitting. He is lying down.

SRR - Peg KRR 555348 b e

He is standing. ., e He is sleeping.

.bJJ:xJ‘\_:xJ‘\ﬁ

|TRANSITIVE VERBS

1) Simple Verb
a. No Object, No Preposition

s+[Past Tense Subjective BP][Present Perfect Root]

b. No Object, With Preposition

s+[Present Perfect Root] [Past Tense Subjective BP][Prep.]

c. With Noun Object

s+[Present Perfect Root] [Prep.] [Subjective BP][Object]

2) Complex/Compound Verb
a. No Object

»+[Present Perfect Root] [Subjective BP][Pre-Word]

b. With Object

»+[Present Perfect Root] [Pre-Word] [Subjective BP][Object]

With Objective BP Without Objective BP
I have eaten (it). Laa g g0,) sh () | RS ‘»,Ql_u
* He has eaten (it). (S99, 85 (b4) NN EBIREP
I haven't seen you. Bl e o . ?fﬁ.
I have told you. ‘ﬁdd:'dg ‘%V_‘_?’ () - < ‘1&
He hasn’t opened the door for you. -wogwaﬁ‘ugw&\iw ‘bJA:‘bJJ‘JJS‘C‘& $4SIE jou
He hasn’t miss them. ‘bgw—bs‘ﬁ B B <o Bolsss o

% The Subjective BP of j45 for the transitive verbs in the Present Perfect is " s4.".
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FORMATION OF PAST PERFECT

The Past Perfect tense is used for an action that started and finished in the past.

In general, the Past Perfect tense is used for complex sentences, that consist of two
different past tenses, or for the subjunctive past tense:

To form the past perfect tense of a verb:

= Add ", " to the past root of the verb to make the past perfect root.

INTRANSITIVE VERBS

Simple Verb

[Subjective BP][Past Perfect Root]

Complex/Compound Verb

You had left early.

[Subjective BP][Past Perfect Root] [Pre-Word]

SR 9 S 95 990

I had

seated here.

PR G R

They hadn’t understood.

- é - v - . €
OosadnaSa (3 o)

UShe had come.

9sola yan

2 We had been stayed.

5 g5 sale s

He had been stayed.

Bty sle o

1) There is no subjective bound pronoun for the 3™ person singular subject (e.g. 944)

in this case.

2) “» 48" suffix always comes at the last position of the verb.

3) “" isinserted where two vowels(" 4 5

A\ /4 o

) conflict.

| TRANSITIVE VERBS

With Objective BP

Without Objective BP

I had eaten (it).

oS0l (O)

.JJ_}JJ‘J'A ‘AL’,Lx

He had eaten (it).

93l (L)

93l ol

I hadn't seen you.

cCo g e ds (O)

S Las

I had told you.

oy e S e;_‘—,' (&)

99558 a i L

He hadn’t opened the door for you.

.beiJJ.}JJSMéL;‘\SlEJbJ

.beJJ.}J)SM \;_.l'\;_l L;‘\Slg‘)bd

He hadn’t miss them.

0882988 oo

35S ol 4S s ow
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10. IRREGULAR VERBS

There are several irregular verbs in Kurdish, whose conjugations follow neither the

intransitive rules nor the transitive rules.

There is no verb in Kurdish equivalent to the English verb ‘to have.” Kurdish expresses

possession through the following formula:
Present Tense

Without Object, Affirmative

s+[Possessive Pronoun]d4a

Without Object, Negative

s +[Possessive Pronoun] o

With Object, Affirmative

4148 [Possessive Pronoun][Object]

With Object, Negative

4.5 [Possessive Pronoun][Object]

Past Tense
Without Object, Affirmative 5.sa+[Possessive Pronoun]aa
Without Object, Negative s.sa+[Possessive Pronoun]as
With Object, Affirmative 3924 [Possessive Pronoun][Object]
With Object, Negative 99243 [Possessive Pronoun][Object]
SRR L)

| We He
Okl:l'zct Present | affirm. dada | ' MEvE alodn Sl
) neg. . 1 don't have (it) alas e

: I had (it)

Past affirm. 530 pda 95 Oleda 9.9 4

_ | ldidn't have (it) N . .
neg. I pdo 352 Oleds I i
W'ith Present | affirm. Laa wals have time wana olals waa a8

Object neg . I don't have time X - .
' 4 aslsS 4 olasls o ps

. I had time - 5
Past affirm. sseda aslS seda olails ssda sl
1 didn't have time - .

neg. JJ—,“—.‘ ‘g_‘xlS JJ__;A_'L ‘:’LA_\lS JJ_)A_\ u—“S
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Other irregular verbs whose conjugations are similar to ") 5 g242":

¥ Mostly, these verbs are related with one’s feeling or possession.

w . Enr ow . ”ow ”wow « wrrow ”
0952 LeudS" NG9 Lea sl "G s (e 2" TOs s sk MOsse s A7) ete,

=
0552 LeydS
| feel h We feel h He feels h
Pres. 4.91_.:)43 eel hot AALaLAJA\g e feel hot LE\A,_:LAJAE e feels hot
. 2z | Idon't feel .. < | Wedon't feel hot . < | Hedoesn't feel hot
o ale,d8 4 olels 48 s sl ,as
¢z | Ifelthot z | Wefelt hot z | Hefelthot
Past Seele,dS 52 olele 45 s slesdS
. 2z | Ididn'tfeel .. z | Wedidn't feel hot . < | Hedidn't feel hot
oas ale,dS 0 s glele 8 EXSISEPIDSTS
093 eyl
Pres uu)u I'm cold AALALAJA_..... We are cold U_"\A_JLA)A_..“ He is cold
I' | Wi 't col Heisn't col
s ‘aLa_)A_u.. m not cold s QLaLAJA_.u e aren't cold " L;LAJA_M.. eisn't cold
I was cold We were cold He was cold
Past oo plesdw o5 Olele 4 o slesdu
. I wasn't cold .. We weren't cold . He wasn’t cold
9324 aleydw 99240 Glole yaw 954 gle yau
DIR wr
Pres e I'm hungry al e We are hungry s s 5 Heis hungry
. I'm not hungry .. We aren’t hungry . Heisn't hungry
4 a5 i Glesw 5 h (w52
I was hungry . We were hungry He was hungry
Past 952 p 952 Olagww 332 (s
. I wasn't hungry .. We weren’t hungry . He wasn't hungry
9524 e 95240 Olaguw CRSTR o
SRR
.« | I'mthirsty . . . | We are thirsty . . . | Heisthirsty
Pres 4oy 52t lo 5 5 SRS
. . - | I'mnot thirsty PR We aren't thirsty N . . | Heisn't thirsty
4o a9 e 4o GHlo 9 g e NTX R
Past . - | lwasthirsty L e We were thirsty . . | Hewasthirsty
II P I ORI IR BIHF =
. . . | lwasn't thirsty PR We weren't thirsty . . . | Hewasn't thirsty
DI PG 9GS Gl g gt DI B
O35 sdd
| :
I don't ber (it
o ‘4‘)._._}4_1 on't remember (it) ol o We s (,c)-_‘—:‘\-‘ He
I remembered (it) . We He
Past 92 pomdd 5= Ole el I sondd
. I didn't remember (it) N We . He
IR o el 9324 Ole sl IR ol
| h
Pwsehnt a_,.:_.u\_l ‘»;AJAS remember that a_,.‘_u\_l QLanAS We a_,.:_.u\_l 5945 He
it .
I don't ber that
Ob a4l )4.\4.‘ ‘Abdﬂ ontremembertha 4.1.\)...\4_‘ OLA&JM We a4l )4.\4.‘ dedﬁl He
ject G . G
. | Iremembered that N . | We . He
P’\?st = st as 548 32 s gles ys o ol o
0 I didn't ber that
Object | 93 snddpoya mTTEmEmBEr et | s s glesgan | W el e g | HE
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05 sl
Present ;_}“ aswadd Jigerrzs () :ﬁu ole yual We :_,—;w-‘ sondd He
v . I don't forget (it) v .. v .
b asnd w2l olased | WE 2l gomdd | He
Past 95 ‘4_)4_14_‘ liforgotilit) 95 OLA_)_._M_I We ERES L;_).A_M.‘ He
. I didn't forget (it) .. .
952 pondl soaas olasual | We soads gondd | He
Present | ' L., a5 948 it e an ualh i e P WERERE o g [SHIE
With @ I don't for v v
. . get that . N . W . . H
Object @L\ _)._f_\‘\_l ‘abJA_x @L\ _)._5_14_1 ULAAJA_\ € @L\ _)._f_\‘\_l GAJA_\ €
. | Iforgot that . . .
P'\?St 35 sndd as s so2 mdd Glasyun | WE soa sod goa | HE
o . 1 didn't forget that . W
Object | 9924 st peyas sont smd glesgan We i nal ey HE

Present 4_.:,\,; o Iike (it) Ll uLn.::. We 4_.:,\,; u-.‘-' He
o uiva—'\ s I don't like (it) asl, ULA_‘__‘ We o UZ”J_.\ u_:__. He

Past 952 Ghsa an fked (0 sselyolen | We P
s JJJA s 1 didn't like (it) sada 1y ULA_:__‘ We Pt UZJA c;.‘-‘ He

Present LTS Mgy gy siially | BB assag o | e
T o i olals | WE s o e

Past . s I was happy s Obsni olals | We PUSYE - YENTRR He
IR J*JA-:-* alo asnth2ppY KRELS qu olals | We KRELS u%é—:—-* u'h He

0338 o 34a (LIKE)

Present ‘\-:-.‘-‘ ada I like (it) 4—:—:—‘ olesaa We o ‘;‘ soda He
a J apda I don't like (it) s J Slasda We o J soka He

Past IR s‘ poda Hliked (1) I8 J olesda We I s‘ s> He
e J‘ apda I didn't like (it) ek J‘ Slasda We Pt J‘ soka He

Present gt e like apple i glenaa | We oS gyaa | He
i \,_:._.uu anea I don’t like “ w @".)—.*‘U Slesaa We o _.._:.:.54_1 soka He

Past 352 seadl anan liked apple s mond gleyaa | We s Sl gyaa | HE
o J;_uu adaa I didn’t like “ 53285 el Glanea We ek iSal RV He
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(Fesz s(WANT)
Present logdany | VAN sodaless [ We otass | e
s yial I don't want (it) :NMLAL.‘ We :;JA-JLK He
Past s a3 I wanted (it) o gilona We S gl He
s o I didn't want (it) oy gilods We S o He
Present :;de ‘3:9:‘ I want you :;Ja..\ C)L":9:‘ We :;Ja._\ L;:’; He
:5\9‘—" “:9:‘ 1 don't want you :;Ju QLA:,J We :SJ‘;‘ 6:9:‘ He
Past o 553 ‘4:93 | wanted you Covs g OLA:’:! We R L;:’; He
s 50 “:9:‘ 1 didn't want you Gy g4t QLA:,J We S 6:5:‘ He

s 3 3’5 (LOVE)

Present 5953 ‘,..HJ; Iove (it) sgna oladsn We g5 U_MJA He
:5\3‘—" “._.:JSA Idon't love (it) :5\9‘—" QLA..L:,'A We :5\3‘—" u..z:,; He
Past Sy 58 \‘-‘“JA Ioved (it) Cois g5 Gladd g We O u-"‘JA He
Coiay g e-‘:‘JA I didn't love (it) oy 5l OM:},A We Coiay g ‘_‘_.L:,A He
Present (5359 UGB oA pYeo Hove him 388 hsa olagan | We (5309 Ghsa g | N
3 GBsA Ay dontlovehim | [yl hsn olagas | We sl o e e
Past S 983 b oA poeo Hoved him ot olegan | We | i gon asa e | 8
el
O R PP | didn'tlove him ohsa olegan | W T cpan ia e HE
e

G 9 o2 (NEED)

Present gu\@eg I need (it) 4;.1_.,:._.,,__.3;_7. We u—“‘-:—:—"-w-.'o-:-' He

s “:‘A‘:‘J& I don't need s ‘;‘:__‘ ULA:“:‘J;:‘ We s ‘;‘:__‘ ‘;7-“*:&9;-.* He

Past R r—"-w-.'d-:-.‘ | needed 08 @flritensy cony || UE G0 o ey ooy || 2
9504 e—"-w-.'o-:-.' 35248 o Olauas g

gads e:‘-“-':'J-:-_' I didn't need padn O‘_A‘).A_\‘\_l We 50k ‘;7-“-':*\9-.:—.* He

Present 4__‘:93 o ‘A_.‘_“‘:‘J_:__‘ I'need you 4__‘;_.‘ o ULA:AJ:.J.::. We 4__‘3_.‘ o u—"-w-.u-:-.' He

4 53 4 g gy | 0T o G oletungn | W8 wa pa e e

Past 950 55 4 Al s | needed you s 5 o Olaiungn | WO [ 50 0 s [ T8

9520 55 4 Al g I R PO T olaris sy | WO | suts 5 0 oy | HE
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SPECIAL COMPOUND VERBS

There are some compound verbs which can embed their objects in their verb

conglomerate using the Izafe(linking vowel), * ;".

a. You('ll) learn Kurdish. | .. .., 5 ., <

b. You('ll) learn Kurdish. .&AaJ&JJJS&);_a \,:.

c. I('ll) teach you English. .‘,455_\ Q)_;_.e sl e

d. I('ll) teach you English. aSes ol P
e. I watch TV.

paSea g gl glalads

f. I visit my relative.

‘14de 'A‘.)_‘:L. (;O‘J‘)u

¥ a & b have the same meaning.
¥ ¢ & d have the same meaning.

% The object of the verbs, "4 ,S Lilea3”(to watch) and “;u,S ola 4u”(to visit) is always
linked by * ,".
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11. PASSIVES

When an action is completed by someone or something other than the subject of the
sentence, the sentence is considered “passive.”

Active statement
He bought the book

¢S saSaas e

Passive statement
The book was bought

1,S aSaas

¥ Note that the passive statement cannot take an object and the passive verb’s
conjugation always follows the intransitive rules.

FORMATION

The present passive stem is constructed from the Present Stem of transitive verb + L;J

4

[Subjective BP]ZSJ+ [Present Stem]sa

The past passive stem is constructed from Present Stem of transitive verb + ™I ,".

[Subjective BP]l,+[Present Stem]

REBL Ol O
to send to bring to see
Present & | adyimes s o rass S i e o5
You'll be sent The flower('ll be) is You'll be seen
brought
ool aeas R rasa ol g4 Cri 8 da
This’ll not be sent They are going to be We'll be seen
brought
Past Simple Eo s s [N [ L

The book was sent

The book was brought

The book was seen

e‘_)_);i‘ O

O ra Gl yes

al s (o
I was sent They were brought I was seen
Present Perfect Sl 53 Syl 53 9l sk 55

You have been sent

You have been brought

You have been seen

Past Perfect

O oows 4

pose | e oo

992 1 48

We had been sent

I had been brought

He had been seen
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IRREGULAR PASSIVES

VERBS WITH “4s” ENDING

As observed above(page 66), both the Present Passive and the Past Passive are normally
constructed from the Present Stem of the verb, but it is acceptable to use the Past Root
instead of the present stem.

Sometimes, the Past Root is even preferred to the present stem, especially when the
verb base (of the infinitive form) ends with “.".

Both present and past passive statements can be constructed from the Past Root.

Present Stem

O<w ¢a (to study)

Using Using

Past Root

Odo) 5 J4a (to choose, elect)

Using
Present Stem

P s ed 6a,S | otk gaes sasuS
Tense —_— e
Kurdish is Kurdish is

studied studied

e [FVPERPRRRES [BRVPENPRERL

Tense . -

Kurdish was Kurdish was

studied studied

Also, if the verb’s Present Stem ends with the letter

soseealaa ya
He is elected

1ooe5ddda a8

He was elected

A\} ”

o", an extra “s

A\I /4

to the present stem to induce a more comfortable pronunciation.

St yesd 5
You('ll) be seen

Present

Saydiasy o

You('ll) be seen

COMMON IRREGULARS

You were seen

Past

Sl e 55

Using
Past Root

LS‘)‘J‘)‘;'.'b‘A‘lu \94:\

He is elected

He was elected

consonant is added

I PR J:'
You were seen

Although the passive voice is regularly and predictably formed from the vast majority of
verbs, these common verbs have irregularly formed passives:

A-STEM VERBS

Present Passive

Past Passive

to do
toreach ...
to give
todrop .-
to take

Itisdone | <.,
P

osed

It is reached
It is given

Itis dropped . ,,

Itistaken ' .,

They were done
They were reached
They were given
They were dropped
They were taken

olS
1B
Ola
Ol oA

ol

67




A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar

O-STEM VERBS

Present Passive

Past Passive

towash .. s Itis washed s..
toeat ., . Itiseaten ' ...,

They were washed

olosa

They were eaten I

OTHER IRREGULARS

Present Passive

Past Passive

to ho_Id, R It is held s
to seize
tosay 5.8 Itissaid | 5.

They were held ., <

They were said . 5 <

These stories will be printed. | .

This story was written 2 yrs ago.

33 U oy Jls 2 45 e 5

The car will be washed.

.d«_)J_‘Zo.J ‘\Sb‘)l:lu

The key is stolen.

sooded 4SS

The book was read.

o gdal iy g 4SaaS

FACTITIVE VERBS

The factitive infinitive is formed from the present stem of an intransitive verb +”a11”.

The present stem of all such verbs ends with u—.'

”

Intransitive Verb Present Stem Factitive Verb Present Stem
ol 90 ovlag, OB 50
to be destroyed to destroy
08 o B Ol 5o O e
to die to make someone die, Kill
oidnal & NG VLS EVITLS
to reach to make reach, deliver
orandk & s owba s o o
to understand to make someone understand

I could make him
understand somehow.

Baiss glagd oaS oS pig a5 Soosa © lsiess

I'm going to demolish the
house and build a new one.

2S00 Cangya (050 (SuSds 5 aguh g ed 4Ss gl
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12 PREPOSITIONS - PART I

Note that in most cases the preposition, "a1" is coupled with its corresponding (“a”, s 55”,

etc) postposition.

Time =<

At 4 o'clock 1o 5l sa oledaw o

‘J@bdeﬁ%\g&d‘ﬂ&&uuu
AL i ‘4\94.:&&\9.:;\4_‘

At ' ‘JSJQE@JJ|PQBL’:\KU

At the same time lo oS oloda 4l
On April 21* lo ol 21 4
On Monday

‘J m@JJJL;;:g‘)U
On Nawroz Day s "):9‘)\94& 63:9‘) o
On Friday afternoon Iy fdd 55, o) s 4
In 2010 152010 JLu o

In summer la e sla o
In the 17" Century
In the Middle Ages

N ?aﬁd.; b 4l

o Sl 5o 5l U_‘\lSa.JA_..u |

In the morning la Sba S8

In the evening la yaa slS o

It's quarter to ten 10 3 yo0 (Sosls oledaw

I'll see you next Monday. aieina g silala caanddigga 5, e

They traveled last March. 35S olsaban ggaml, olals Kb o o) yas

People go for picnics during spring Ot 9u Gasa (Slaa 1 oo L. o

During the 1980’s lo Lsaa olSalle o 5le o

Aso traveled twice during this week S ot Sla g suwls 1o atias adh o le
We lived in NY from 2003 to 2007 el o seses sols 4l 2007 B 5 52003 il 4 aaus

Wait until tomorrow L gleesle puden s

Nothing happened until 4 o’clock

‘JQGJJJG_:_A4QLLML-|
Don’t open this box until I come back w‘\-n-:gf\gw o 5SU 5 g ,dSds 43 gt ga%
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Place

At the airport

At the end of the street
At home

At the hospital

At a conference

On the wall

On the floor

In a room

In London

In a garden

In atown

In a park

In a street

In a photo

In a mirror

In the water

In the sea

In the sky

In the newspaper

In the mountains

In my mouth

Between Ashty and Huda
Between winter and spring
Among the trees

Among the chairs

He traveled from Hawler to Suli.

I'm from Kurdistan

He goes to school
Turn to the left please
The house by the river

O

la asla a8 ol

lo aSaalias [ ol5sS o
s yalle o

lo aslas gaas 4l

ha St an oS ad
JadS<s 5l gua Hdundld
194Se 5995 9o ) Hawal
s S5 sl o

s goanal o Lz Gl
lo Sapaaals 5L al

s Sanasa g la gl
lo SLS5L sl o

fa Soalaas olu o

la Sasdisy ol ad

o ONEY] o,

Ja sla ol o

Ja Lyea gl o

la olassls 4l

s aals3y, sl o

o oSl b o

18 Go (000 L ol
\J‘A}AJ&Z&O‘QU

1o Guola o589 9 Ol Hues Ol s o

gladlSﬁ;a)adlj;gdaJJ;l;x‘aﬁ

A 1S5 5S ol san o 4Ss e

larki 52 0,8 (o a0 b g0 sl gaa A yas

posila o anlivwa ;68 4l o
(Rl S (Saa o)
LB 3 g Caasa 9ds
ol oY e °J-:’VJ\9*“-.’ Qs
Sosbiy, Sabs saSeynla
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Way, Method G od

It's a letter from my friend 5 540dS o youl 4l aSauaals 5 yat

I borrowed a book from the library ol sa aSanlan€ al 1 CiiS

An increase of 10% 10 loawal & Sassalss

5 km east from(of) Hawler 5 56 sl yan u—‘*?uwg NIRRT

He came by car s Jreyigh 4 yds

A poem by Hemin, the poet acls ‘_;‘Aﬁ-A i 5 &l @uu

We see through the glass Owined b 1y g oL s

The train is going through the tunnel Sy e0 14454_1;;33 SL G aSs i anandd

The water flows into the tank bd«_;‘;ﬂ_gu Bl 5o sas G s e A

through this pipe

POSITION PREPOSITIONS

She is looking out of the window.

SlSsu a8 54Ss Haanday 4l g4

She is walking across the countryard.

SlSsa ‘Lml__a‘__l 454..1\94; gs—..";;’)dd".‘ \94:1

He is throwing some paper into the trash can. saSanas 4l Glasa 6)_9 Hazls ;;Lu e

.QJAS‘L];.A
He is throwing some paper onto the ground. < - 7 g 3 v .
I 4SS 987 Hduw dSlasa o8 HaelS panda j4a

She is going to the library. Sanls V“S . . Bl oG
: A I I3

He is coming back from the library. b e 14€80 aSanla oS 4l odh
OB 5 3

The paper is falling off the table. DTS ES 4:;345@4 ASa'J:_._n Sl aSsyazlS

She is walking away from the notice board. .bJA:‘;JASM g0 aSasla Al ul:.:. O

She is walking towards the notice board. Sy e0 aSalig oY o Ld yd

She is walking up the stairs. .C‘;Jc\Sa..\ S IS ae uls 4 gas

The flowers are growing along the wall. OaSsa RS Sl u—ib—i” o L‘,lSd.vng

He is walking down the steps. L. 5o ,l5a 4:‘_:‘4 IS aouls 4 gas

He is looking over the balcony. 2 Y e
— .u__f_:‘J‘)bJ bJ‘\S@J&]L} odwd de:

Th bush is outside the window. .4:.\445‘:) Sy oo g0 0 al ASA_’mJa..\

The ribbon is around the basket. .4_31445434_34_” So9bd 4 454_1;4)3

The cassettes are inside the drawer. .‘_',IJASA%A_AS‘\_;. Jb o ‘_',lS -: <

He stands against the table. .d.::aJdSa’: - s &S .:*g

The mug cup is underneath the table. .gla«Sa*)_:._a J;.} Al 434;.35

The table is near the fireplace. .O‘MSL‘M;L,‘ Sy ol ASa*);A
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The dried flowers are in the room.
The clock is between the desks.
The candle is on the desk.

The picture is over the desk.

The plant is on the top of the bookcase.
The plate is in the middle of the bookcase.
The books are at the bottom of the

bookcase.
The plates are above the books.

The cups are below the teapot.
The teapot is beside/next to the plate.
The magazines are in fron of the television.

The magazines are behind the television.

More Idioms:

Danielle is afraid of dogs.

I don't agree with you.

Azad was angry with Jwan.

I feel anxious about this journey.

Azad apologizes to Jwan.

She applied for the job.

He is ashamed of himself.

You asked for help.

I’m busy with studying.

I bought the book for $10.
We are close to winning.

He compares this with that.

A competes with B

Jwan complains about..

Azad congratulates for..

This house consists of 5 rooms.

This market is crowded with people.
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LaulanlSs s GIJ_:.:IA_I ASaleds
4S8 yun duwdl ‘_',ISA_A:,.A

Age 94Ss e (5 5wl aSaiy
uaSaY g Hdwal 4SeSs o,
LlaaS Y gu il e 5l 4l aSauls
O1aaS Y gu go sl ga 4l olSaas
TR LYW PR IR AL P W
olaaS 53 sl LSy S

Ao 4SSl Clanas o 454__’);3
OlaaSas g dalas ava e 4l GlSs LS

LO1aS e s nBalas o panin 4l olSs LS

.vuwjjm Kaw o LJL_‘;Ls

a8 s a8

SlSsn Gl ad oy e "J wlla alyle
ASaa s 4y S BaSa ) Sa ISl
.b‘)‘:)u)m 6:9.3 4l de:

DS Sbda b ol la

A 4 (e e

S 8104 aaSeiS oo

5 5eS st 4 5 s

.bJA:I LJG‘L] (:lleJ dod5 64)\9‘)4_} \94::
JR ol€su sale

A olSsa a.Lsa:)lg Q\ﬁ

64;,:9_34_3 oS0 u._‘l__r):,x_g alse
s S ousd e degnla aks

(Saa 5 4 4adls ,a Gl aa
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She cuts the tomato with the knife.

TS ELE ol \9:94% L 4_;.5 Jﬂ

He died of diabetes.

.d).na._\a\ga)sc\_id\g.éd_;

This is different from mine.

She has doubts about the project.

4Se5 5 A wleyS @ 4aS yus

He dreams of his mom.

.;_'._Ha._\ Lé:\‘..\ LERTTEN b_)JS Jﬂ

She wears (dresses in) Kurdish
costume.

olSeu sl (a)5S o 4aS sa

This room is enough for us.

Aad g duwds 85995 pdd

My house is full of guests.

Q\Hda#‘ada\g\pl'&

We hope for a good life.

Lodlsaes oals ALS ) ges aas

Karwan is very kind to Ashty.

mals J&a aals iy Ja oly,l8

Ashty is good at mathematics.

wolSom daal aals

She is jealous of her friend’s dress.

oliss oasske Gl 4 Gliay 4aS e

We are grateful for your serving.

55 SdebA A Gy siede dadh

Wait for them.

S Oleds Syse sl

We are surprised at the news.

.ASA_VHJA_AA_IQ__.JLA_,J.“_,A_“A_A;:

He is tired of his job.

OTHER POSTFIXES

esa aSads s lhn 6 )88 s

DIRECTIONAL NOUNS IN L; OR “»s 40”

Certain nouns become quasi-adverbial directional with the addition of * ;" or “s 45".

x w7

' is more common in Hawler and “» 45

"is more common in Sulemaniya.

* If the noun ends in a vowel, no " ;" or “»s 45" is followed.

Noun Adverb
home LJL‘. home(ward) ;_V"_A AJA_V!LA
oM | 555 Into room 63935 598,995
out e outward Zsﬂh‘ B o
market g‘b\—.' to market Z;g‘b\—.' Mb?\;gu
school alal,s to school alal,s
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POSTPOSED VERBAL COMPLEMENTS

For motion verbs(e.g. to go, to come, to leave), verbal complements can come after the

verbs and are linked by the linking vowel, "s \4.".

I'm going home

bJ‘\_VlLA;_)‘a%bJ Ls_v"_a A_A%QJ

bJ‘\_VlLA A_A%QJ
I'm going to school FRYERRERR J_, amoa alanli 53 dan s

¥ The linking vowel occurs for all persons in all tenses.

% The “=” inherent in the 2™ or 3™ person singular is always recovered before the

“b\‘\:\"-
Present Past
I'm going home. e danes I came out. 595,64 dacsla
You're going home. u—"-“ fiasd You came out. Lo gn yba 45ila
He’s going home. " i, .\, He came out. | | ., . wila
We're going home. u—"-“ B, We came out. L5 g5 58 dauila
They’re going home. u_"_‘ din o They came out. 598 584 4:3la
“s 45"~ Verbs:

I regained(s yaiila) consciousness. | .asa (b sa 5 sancsla

% For“s 46" ending verbs, the directional vowel ”s \4.” is omitted.

Irregular Verbs:

He went to (the) market.

Dol Gy

#% If the past verb conjugation of a motion verb ends in * 4 4” as shown above,

A\}

a “o” may be infixed between the verb and the linking vowel, “b\‘\:x”.
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EXPRESSIONS OF TEMPORAL DURATION

PRESENT

[Statement]  o\d4a+[duration of the temporal event (for how long)]

With Simple Present Tense

He's been here for 4 years. sl Al ) g

It’s been raining for several days. eslen oL 45:*339 Lda

I've know it for a long time. canl e 8 5ue 4l 540

With Present Perfect Tense

I've been sitting here for several hours. URRCT IR b);_, < ey ahda

It hasn't rained for several days. co 5, oL aSiyy, wan

Mom’s been cooking for 3 hours. 55588 S g “ “Sﬂ‘_‘ Gledo u‘“"

We haven't seen them for 2 years. can g gianlaan @il 440

|PAST

Affirmative

[Past Continuous] §¢a(es)+[duration of the temporal event (Time Expression)]

Negative

[Past Perfect] §¢243+[duration of the temporal event (Time Expression)]

Examples:

It had been raining for several days. oo oL e 6;339 Lda

It hadn’t rained for several days. ysa,lias 5L ‘S:‘BJ‘V) Lda

I hadn’t seen him for almost 3 months. Catadadh g gubi Bl u'“" $4San

I had known for a long time that.

Ol ees 59 Sue A 505
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13. SUBJUNCTIVES

FORMATION RULES

The present subjunctive is formed from the present stem of the verb and the personal
suffixes. The modal marker for the subjunctive is "o” (same as in the imperative form).

Affirmative: [Subjective BP][Present stem]o

Negative: [Subjective BP][Present stem]as

In complex or compound verbs, the “o” prefix is optional, and when it is omitted the lack
of a modal prefix identifies the verb as subjunctive.

D99 OIS 55434, 09,8 Kb PSS ey

to go to be to open to call to receive
= O p O 5 9404y (o pdss Sl e 2o 5oy O
Taoe 5 Con 45 5 94TadSs 45 Codh &b i S Hey 45
Corgs 58 Cora 5 9aalSy 448 ol &b yas sl ey e
e s Ot dasdh b sinaS, dash S5ees &l 4w 5208 ey dast
o olyas O Ol ses 5 534Sy o) 545 08 &b )y oS e Ol s

USAGES

The present subjunctive is used in the following instances:

INDEPENDENTLY

It is not dependent upon a preceding construction, as a deliberative (English ‘should’).

Should I come tomorrow? | ¢ ~ . . ()
(Subjunctive, not sure) Y e e

I will come tomorrow.

(Simple Present, Definitively coming)

2 s (&)

Should we open the door? | ¢, ... ..4<. 4<IZ 1o (4_;:.)
(Subjunctive) | ° 7 - ’ )

We will open the door. o ganaSes &SI€ 00 (u;:‘)
(Simple Present)
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In literary style, the question maker, “Ll"” often introduces the construction.

Should he go to Sulemaniya? " v .

LET ME, LET US

The present subjunctive is used in the 1% persons cohortative sentences (‘let me, let’s’). It
is often preceded by “L”, “YL"” or “» ,s 4" (Come on).

Come on, let’s go! | . " L YL

Come on, let's study! | ;. .» .
ORI 580

LET HIM, MAY IT BE

The present subjunctive is also used in the 3rd persons hortative sentences (let him, may
it be, etc.).

Let them sit back! Lo gaci 1o b

S
Oh, God, may it rain! feolo OLL s b

Happy New Year! | | ." .):5)_‘_1 C‘:‘J;‘ U_VIL.“

May it be good for your health! |y .* = < - - sownadalllsla)

For your health!

lon cadale

|AS COMPLEMENT TO ALL VERBS

All verval complements of "y g”(want), “gs S jaa”(would like to), “(9 s cuews saa”(need),

o3l 93”(can), “eawsa”(must) are in the subjunctive.

I want to go home. Sl 4 5dasa

I'd like to go home. ;_]\_A dann ‘,4554 Hda

I need to go home. L,:ILA - J_._.

I can go home. ;_VILA dans ‘,;.IJ:.A_\

L’_V‘LA 4_A_:._| Ca;__xbd

I must go home.

It is not necessary that you say. | - i, . <ls o s

Shecanseeyou. | . . “. -
Y === U—"J"b"\

Do you want to open it? So gatadS ;Jﬁ“ Ll

We don’t want to write a letter.

e g 5 Sagaals g yarlals
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|AFTER ‘BEFORE” OR “WITHOUT”

The present subjunctive is used after a number of conjunctions like " ;s 541 ,4."(before), ™ «

o945 " (without), etc.

Before he goes/went

e g oddLa

Before you sit/sat down

Ot 1 e 5 (oo gal e

Without speaking, she left.

.Caj;:\\g‘),ls_.\mabdﬁwg

Without his/her seeing you

s (60 940 (ada

* " se 0 "(before) is always followed by the present subjunctive; the proper tense for

English translation is gained from context.

AFTER “IF”

The present subjunctive is used in the protasis of a possible conditional:

If you want to, you can.

- v = é .-
'L&L“J"b"‘ )5 94 )454.\

If he comes, we’'ll eat with him.

NTaZ ) Gy 00 s eE s

If you study, you'll pass.

Caasd Hea , s gan 484

As long as I breathe, I'll serve my country.

THE PAST SUBJUNCTIVE

pdSs0 ?:9'; u:‘VYJ SdelA sasds dwlida Bda

FORMATION RULES

The past subjunctive is formed like the past perfect, but instead of the past tense of 4.,

the present subjunctive of “, 5" is added.

INTRANSITIVE
oola QIS
Affirmative Negative Affirmative

Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural
st
1> person asila Susla aslads enladas TR O 95>
nd
2" person ~ila Sola Coalaay Salaay NS RIS
rd v
3™ person ~ala Sala Saalads Suladas Ceo 9 9 QRIS
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TRANSITIVE
Without Preverbal Agent With Preverbal Agent Negative
O O O
Singular Singular Plural Singular Plural Plural
1" person ateiiaa olaiiiag Coriiad o= Coiiaa ole— Sl S Tyl
2" person S oot Cordiag & Ceiiaa oG- ENTEI Y S 5
3% person | o s, obewinn | cidn o | ctmnol- | almaa el
Without Preverbal Agent With Preverbal Agent Negative
bJAL\JJS bJAL\JJS bJAL\JJS
Singular Singular Plural Singular Plural Plural
15 person | | jusiis S | s galatin ;S o= ol— 5 gatin,Sodn | 5 gatiss,Saloas
bJA:a_;_.\J‘)S bJA:a_;_.\J‘)S
znd person bJA:a:a_;_.\J_)S adul:.:.;__m_)s O Qu_ aJA_"._;_.._\_,SJAA bJA:a_;_.h.\_)Sll:tﬁ
bJA:a;_.\J_)S bJA:a;_.\J_)S
3 Person |, jeaiia S | sl S = olm b Sats | s paZias,Silins
bJA:a_;_.\J‘)S bJA:a_;_.\J‘)S
USAGES

The past subjunctive is used in the following instances:

1) After all constructions that take subjunctive complements when the complement is

in the past

The men must have gone.

a2 S e sl

You must have seen those things.

s oaslid jah so

It's not necessary for me to have seen it.

¥ The conjunction "a< ” is optional.

It’s possible that it will rain.
(the present subjunctive)

FORLIRIPPL PUY Pres

C'-.u‘-‘-' ol &w

It's possible that it (has) rained.
(the past subjunctive)

sl oL Kus

2) in past clauses after superlatives (note that a relative-clause antecedent modified
by a superlative is in the Indefinitive state, ... <4)
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In this type of clause the subject of the relative clause must be the same as the
noun modified by the superlative. If the subjects of the main clause and of the
relative clause are different, the relative clause is not subjunctive.

He is the first person who has attempted it. ol gt &S 4SawaS GueaSay

He's the first person I've seen in Hawler. | ., , ;2. 1 s o S aSiwaS GuoaSas
.);JJM |

3) In past relative clauses after negatives (e.g. there isn't anyone who has...) or
expressions with an essentially negative sense (e.g. there are few who have..)

SNSRIV EQTR T PRLPLPUPILS
There isn’t anyone who hasn’t read the book.
& oA oo sl &l o, 6S AlSALSread 5 oS 4S g sun Auas GueS aeS

There are not many people who have not heard old Kurdish stories from grandma.

4) After "<, 4”(as though) in the past for hypothetical situation

6 9405 9aS o oLSa s 5Ss

As though they remembered something.

5) In the past protasis of a possible conditional

LSS laas Gaiasa e Laa 5as laedSe 58 ool d L, Sla e apa b3 ,8a

If I had sacrificed my life for my son, he would finish his study.

HOW TO USE THE SUBJUNCTIVE

SIMPLE SENTENCE

Present Past

He makes me laugh./made me laugh. 234Ss g lSaa il 1 e S ol il
He made me laugh./didn’t make.. 234y Ly oSl ) ol TP 0 S0 I

I want to go./wanted to go. .e”d‘v)_} sgdan .‘;J‘v)_} Ciiy gasd

I don’t want to go./didn’t want to go. '?VJVJ-.‘ sydals '?VJVJ-.‘ Cony ol
We like to study./liked to study. i ghy adSod Hea FRVPEUN Ay
We don't like to study./didn't like.. o gas adSLs yan o s, R 3
He needs to eat./needed to eat. | ) 5, s Flvry Ol ghy g T g

2 yh A gy
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He doesn't need to eat./He didn't.. | o) o, a2y REN E NPT IR
I can teach you./was able to teach.. 24y o500 ol gie U e et
I can’t teach you./I couldn’t teach.. 24 @ ad anl g3l A G ) | e

% Note that subjunctive complements remain the same while the main verb tenses
change.

¥ The past tense of the verbs such as, “ s " (want), " a5 Haa"(like), takes the

past continuous form.

THE IRREALIS MOOD

The irrealis mood, which expresses an unfulfilled or unfulfillable contrafactual(contrary to
fact) statement, usually dependent upon an unrealized conditional, is identical to the past
continuous tense.

I couldn’t have done anything else.
(even if I had wanted to)
Anybody would have known.

245 3 e Sl

Ls‘“JbJ L;‘J L;..uAS LY.

You could have come. ) e o
‘Lﬁ'-ILF‘J""bJJ"

I could have helped you. s @i Jl 5 e g

CONDITIONAL SENTENCE - TYPE |

It is possible to fulfill a condition which is given in the if-clause.

[Main Clause in Present](2), [Present Subjunctive]+(if)J4§4:.(1)

[Present Subjunctive]+(if)J4§4:.(2) [Main Clause in Present](1)

If you don't eat, you'll get hungry. | . ., | e ;._,VJ_A.A;, JaZas

If you study, you'll succeed. i 4S80 ydaw , s gy 4848

What will you do, if you pass the exam? | . - ‘)bdld‘\SbJ‘u_\)Su:ﬁUAJ‘)‘\g‘\ia&_n\deu_x

If T you need my help, I will help you. =, ., ‘,_.:.u)l_. G s J_‘_I RS asasa i,

If it rains, we cant go. | el L;,L._. oL e8a

If you wake up early, you won't be late. i gaSh | 5u ,w(y)au gan 4l 5y, a8

If I see them, I'll greet him.

81



A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar

Until you don't leave, I don't leave. ‘N#u FET Gaa

When you bring the tree, I'll cut it. b gda susbd 5 Y aSo Ll oS

It’s possible that it will rain. ;.__,)L._. oL &S aZae

I hope(wish) to be like you.

o pos 5Se s &Snsa

When you come (I'm sure you're coming), | ;" == Jaal jlSacS ,cusla 4S
bring the books with you. = S B

When young people work, | * < VR, L LS landl <
country will be developed. | $9° %% O =59 205 9loS oleseS

If young people work, | * < s oY e aSs LS landl aas
country will be developed, | ‘9% O S HI000R o0 o L9G

¥ Note that when the protasis is lead by “4<” or * ;4<”, the verb of the protasis takes

past simple tense.

CONDITIONAL SENTENCE - TYPE Il
It is theoretically possible to fulfill a condition which is given in the if-clause.

[Main Clause in Present](2), [Past Subjunctive]+(if)J4§4:.(1)

[Past Subjunctive]+(if),4§4ﬁ.(2) + [Main Clause in Present](1)

If he had money, he would buy the car. | <s s e L 485
(At the moment he has no money, @SB 450 et St byl S8
but still has a chance)

If he ate, he would come soon.

s . ,g_._._.“v o) en ol ,afas
(I'm not sure if he ate or not) T S e e

If he studied hard, he would pass.

(8 S g (St B s i AR
(I'm not sure if he studied though) A SRR $090 0

If he came here, I would ask him.

° ‘S i La_u.l 9 v‘ = 43 e
(but he’s not here yet) f 83 J ool 8 58 Gy 4848

CONDITIONAL SENTENCE — TYPE llI

It is impossible to fulfill a condition which is given in the if-clause.
There are two ways to form this type of conditional sentence.

Method I
ethod 4 l+Subjective BP+Past root+4s\ o

Method II

Subjective BP+Li+ Past root+4:s\ o

** In the second case (Method II) the ".” prefix is optional.
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INTRANSITIVE
METHOD |
oila
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1*" person alailes alisle wlailas alisle
2" person Llisle alile slslee alile
3" person il alile ablaas alile
METHOD Il
oila
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1% person | Lstace) alslag) ALsilyu Gelolaw
2" person | = Lilaco) olstace) edlsiye olalass
3 person | (y)lalaco) olalace) (@lslaa olalads
TRANSITIVE
METHOD |
With Preverbal Matter Negative
O 9 90 O 9 90
Plural Singular Plural Plural
1% person Cluw s o~ Cluwysn ol | Qlawy i a= | Glawysda gle-
2 PErSON |y lpuysin o= | olomssin o | aluwssts o | lawysa ol
3UPerson | lawgyi e | alawssin ol | Alawssnd g | luwspas obe
METHOD Il
With Preverbal Matter Negative
Ot 9 80 Ot 9 50
Plural Singular Plural Plural
19person | sy o | Lewssio) obm | Lumgpias am L g 345 Gla—
S e e T e
3UPerson | Lo sm | Lewssso) b | Lyl o Loy 9345 Glu
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|USAGE

In contrafactual (contrary to fact) conditional sentences, the protasis (the ‘if’ clause)
contains a verb in the past conditional mood(conditional-type III), and in the apodosis
(the result clause or the main clause). The verb is in the irrealis(past continuous).

If you had waken up early,
you wouldn’t have been late.
(You woke up late and was late to work.)

.@J‘\de@‘\jd ,C.__;L;Lm_vlu J‘\'A‘L‘ 399 ‘)434:1

If I had studied the lesson, I would have.
passed (I didn't pass.)

.‘AJJ_;\QJ )bJ,A:\‘L:xJA_} ‘a_..u‘)bd ‘)434:1

If he had come yesterday,
he would have seen Azad.

Codes oalhle, Lol ;_1_:;\,_\ 484

If you had sent the letter,
it would have arrived.

-C‘.::.l:l&b\.\ ,l_.ld‘)l_.l QQSQ_Al_.l ‘)434:\

If I had seen him, I'd have greeted him.
(I didnt greet him.)

.._\)de LS;-" ‘AJSL“.: ,‘zl_x L;u__l ‘)‘\g‘\ﬁ

If he had come, we’d have eaten together.
(we didn’t eat with him.)

-JJ‘J‘AbJ ‘:’LA_.sl_.t 0\9454:\‘\_} ,L.I:ILA ‘)434:\

If I had come to Kurdistan, I'd have
learned Kurdish. (I didn’t learn Kurdish.)

Cpomte b 53558 055 wlailys HaSa

COMMON MODAL VERBS & ADJECTIVES

SHOULD \9\9.30..3

PRESENT

Affirmative

Negative

I should go.

PR IR O

-eag—.'\e—:-—.* e (e

He should go.

.Q‘JJ.}JJ._;AJ J‘\ﬁ

550\ S s susads yas

They should make dolma.

OAS_} Ca...ud_)..\ A.A.‘:g..\ ERELE O‘J‘\:\

OAS_} Ca...ud_)..\ A.A_‘:gd J\Hbdﬁ O‘JA:\

Note:

I shouldn't go.

g

I shouldn’t have gone.

calatin g asl g sesaas o

plidn 5,(9) 4l seaas e

I don't have to go.
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PAST (IRREALIS: WISHFUL THINGKING FOR THE PAST)

Affirmative Negative
I should have come early. alalen 55 algsass o oLl 5d 4l sa08as e
He should have left. .4__1\_.‘_&:‘3# Gl gana gds .4__11_:_::;__,3# Gl gabads yas
They should have known it. calalyale auly gsa o) 4 calalynln g ssaas ol gas
Lanlhale lysees olsas Lanlhale lyseeaan ol yan
You should have washed. Calid i S yn aul g paea g Ll gt o gn aul g gasadn o3
L g a(0) Suaaslysmes 53 | Lo pdn S pa alypsaas 5
You shouldn have said that. L5 Cadtigy 945 dulgsuna o3 | Lo %L Canady s 945 4ul g guaads g3

WISH & HOPE: 54,8 Haa ,50,S 558, ,algla , lal sua a8 5a

FUTURE
I hope to be a teacher. L Fala 4y ass 4S a4Sau wa‘—“\a-"b‘—‘*\‘\gbvo#
I hope I can go. e Al E54n
I hope I can see you. | b | s e“gbva—%
I wish I had a car. C.;_M_A ‘ASA:\le___lL.u o< \"‘J‘J‘Jﬂ-h
I'd like to drink water. s .
.5 9dn L 4S A4S da
(I'm looking for water now.) e I
PRESENT

I wish I could fly.

o ol sesa (45) 4S5 4a

I wish I could go.

ed#&‘\’;—bbd&b\”&

You wish you could see him.

I wish I had a car.

e aSase sl S alal gea

I wish I drank water.
(There is no water now.)

.b\,b..\_)‘&’;b..\ ‘AASbJL‘I 4§_):9_:~.

It's possible that it (has) rained.

~C‘::-::*_)‘—.* ol &S &"J

I wish I were you.

.olasy ;;! ‘4:9:1 ‘9Sb‘9 &):95

posia a3 Sy a5 en

You wish you did the work.

Lo casaas L

She wishes he studied the lesson.
(He didn’t study and she feels sorry.)

C;.:_:_\.L_‘:P G6MJ°J < Ssu PLEN 343
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I wish my mom came.
(but she’s not here.)

e aSala (1588 a) a5

They wish school was closed.

I wish I had finished the work.

sl A s aalals o3 4 HaSas gha ks ol gan

LSy 5l paSads aS anlgaes oA oe

I wish I could have helped you.

posts Stk Ll gray 555

I wish I could have helped you.

posts Stk Ll i) 485 5a

I wish I had married him.

LS o pee oA

I wish he hadn’t done that.

Ala,Sda oIS s b

MUST L;.gb J
PRESENT

I must go now.

‘A‘Bv)_‘l Ca.:_.ib._\ L:...u.::x

We must not burn the food.

We must eat the food.

PAST

There must have been some food.

i B A0 By

U_\A_A BLY-] QLA_AJ)‘JA 4&‘\9\9__:&_\

I must have visited him.

R S KB SPRLS R EIRRLK!

PERHAPS: «ias1 4l ,Agla:)
PRESENT

Perhaps he will come back tomorrow.

Maybe we will travel to America.

A, jaads gn 50y atia€ agand 44l

Maybe I will finish my work today.

PAST

Maybe he went to school.

il 2 o et ey ds] el

Maybe they didn't like the food.

s Jad glaSaus ) sa o
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14. CONJUNCTIONS

Conjunctions are joining words and are sometimes called connectives.
A conjunction may join words, phrases or clauses.

CO-ORDINATE CONJUNCTIONS

Co-ordinate conjunctions join words that are the same part of speech: a noun with a noun;

an adjective with an adjective; and so on.

And But  adS,a¥e, | OF ol

Examples:

Azad, Nawzad, and Sirwan came.

-OAka Ol g 5 3154 5 015l

Danielle came to Kurdistan two years ago
and learned Kurdish.

5 0,58 s ol Jlu 9 ey Jlals

9 o8 (Hle) g ud

Study or sleep.

s ol pas aSaly ol

In philosophy two things that are completely
equal or completely different cannot be
compared.

J‘\gdﬁ Q;JSL'\ JJJ‘J‘\_} C‘.AilJJJ lodsdnalds

o2 Ol Sl 1545 0l G SasSey sl

I asked her a lot, but she didn't answer me.

I explained all the questions for him,
but he still doesn’t understand.

CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS

45 5050958 Gy 52 plSe s liw sy s seda
NEER pud Liica

Conjunctive adverbs are used to join two complet sentences that are very closely related

in meaning.
therefore, thus, as a result, hence ¢
L
later, after ] g ,QLIZ\-;U
finally

laa G s ad,lal gadl

however, nevertheless

2 Sadaaa [ S e

otherwis

e

Lfaa/b a8

besides

s 945 Ja&al [s yas JLad

anyway, anyhow

S 3,4
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My mom is sick, so I couldn’t

‘AS&A_A[_‘I 3 " S odl du b mv. G |_\
come to the party. RTFEEPIERVIT VIR UE TRTE-/§ VP

Anyhow, I want to study Kurdish

next year i a8 padess gsilaly Il o Soda 4

I woke up, after that washed my face,

|| s Sl g (G S SLaliad s Lsda qaaal
after that changed my clothes, and S S ot o= 7

lastly went to college. | -5 4S o posa lanl gadd ,L;V)Vﬁ palSala
We didn't go, v

i Slads G gds da g ¢ a4l dah
so she didn’t come either. A G

Study, otherwise you'll fail. csalised L ,a€as « 4_.__,\,:._.

Besides Kurdish, I want to learn Farsi

and Arabic, | R aitote o ol (gl (g 940 a8 JLiad

RELATIVE PRONOUN

Relative clauses in Kurdish are often, but not necessarily, introduced by the relative
pronoun “4<” (who, which, that). Generally speaking, the relative pronoun ka may be

omitted, particularly when it functions as the object of the verb in the relative clause. The
relative pronoun is rarely omitted when it functions as the subject of the verb in the
relative clause.

When I went to the market, I saw Dawt. e \":‘J"‘ 9'3"3 y s (4S) ;,_-,ls

Those books I bought yesterday are nice. oA \‘fes g O 48 anlaS e

When I came, you weren't at home. 595l :JLA N J:l ,?__’u <

This is the flower he gave me. "Q,J u:"-»‘ a5 aS 4_3454_"!\,5 5 945

When did you find out that she’s married?

SUBORDINATE CONJUNCTIONS

Subordinate conjunctions are used to join two ideas which otherwise would require two
separate sentences.

Subordinating conjunctions are generally formed as below:

(aS) + o 945+ preposition

* The relative pronoun “4<” is optional.
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COMMON SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS

Provided that, on condition that
(+ subjunctive)

Without .

(+ present subjunctive) (AS) o948 o 4

Before

(&8S) sdaHde g0

(&) o L

Before
(+ present subjunctive)
After

(&S) 56945 u"-:—-‘

(&S) o948 by

In order that
(+ present subjunctive)
Because, Since

(&) 6948 J—‘

o948 Ll 4 g

Because of | 4 ys.. uis—ﬁ o
Until

Lda

When - v
sS._J__tlS ,u_.lS ,645 ,AS
Although, Even if

Ahda ;4 ,‘..\.fbb\,dj_vlt\gu

Examples:

I had slept until my mom came back. Lo paila “S:“J Gda g ) B S

Even though I was tired, I helped

him Ja ‘a__::tu‘)l___t LY. ‘594_} TXRD) JJLLA (AS) ‘madﬁjgu

Even though he studied hard,

. o -4;1 54 -43 ...\..A;I = ‘)v:) ‘\:tb..\;l‘\%‘)u

In order that people like you, you

ey 3l A ses s an ik 3 SUdA ob gdh
have to respect them. s Ohbes s (25 OLd A (S o0 5

Ahmad has become very rich

KWy ‘\j 584 e ddandh
because he won a lottery. | 20° = 27977 292

0548 dranly (g8 5400 50 558 4
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